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President’s Perch
Time flies! Before you know it, fall decorations will be stowed and replaced with
those to deck the halls. We love a celebration, and what better celebration is there
than a birthday. Christmas is a momentous birthday, but we also have another big
one - the 45th birthday of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. Yes, 45 years!!

Bald Eagle
Photo by Jim Ferris
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SMAS was formed in 1971. Many of our founders’ names you may know or remember
such as George Wilmot, Fred and Karen Burggraf, Cora Fulton, Ernie Willoughby,
Olive Sorzano and others. How wonderful to have individuals who took the time to
form such an important society in our backyard. Their efforts helped pave the way
to see Osprey thrive and nest boxes increase the population of the Eastern Bluebird
and raptors. They also helped us publish the “Birding in Southern Maryland” guide
and grant multiple scholarships to teachers, enabling them to attend Audubon’s
environmental education camp in Hog Island, Maine. Finally they helped to cultivate
an active presence of birders to volunteer and share our love and concern for avian
species.
As we dust off our holiday decorations to display, our board of directors has done
likewise. Recognizing this passage of time we are unveiling a new logo. Of course,
our iconic soaring Osprey is featured as well as our waters. We hope you like our
choice!

Field Trips and Programs

While we are in celebration mode, let’s band
together and exalt the Centennial Anniversary
of the Migratory Bird Treaty. 100 years of
bird conservation that encourages people to
take action for birds is something to squawk
about! Signed in 1916 between the U.S. and
Great Britain, the treaty is the first major U.S.
legislation that protects birds that migrate
across international borders. The two countries
agreed to stop hunting all insectivorous birds,
such as bluebirds and hummingbirds, and to
establish specific hunting seasons for game
birds. To better enforce the Treaty, Congress
passed the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
in 1918, declaring it “unlawful to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, possess, sell, purchase, barter, import, export, or transport any
migratory bird,” as well as any nest or eggs belonging to such birds. The story of the
Snowy Egret is one of many successful recoveries by the MBTA, which also led to
several other international treaties. We give thanks for such an important protection
act as well as our own efforts to help birds in southern Maryland.

http://somdaudubon.org/

So Happy Birthday to us and Happy Holidays to all! As part of your celebrations,
please don’t forget to participate in the 117th Christmas Bird Count. After all, birds
count!! Please sign up with your county coordinator now.

Point Lookout SP
Field Trip
New Moth Species for
Maryland
Tip Of The Month:
Hearing Check-Up

Continued on page 2
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society 117th CBC

This location has been called a story of environmental
damage and rebirth. Among the site’s nearly 200 known
shipwrecks, some dating back to the Revolutionary War, is
the Ghost Fleet: wooden steamships built for World War I
but never used and, instead, dumped. The remains are now
the foundation for a rich habitat for rare and endangered
birds – including Bald Eagles and Osprey, otters, beaver
and numerous threatened fish species. It is popular to
canoe, kayak and fish among the ruins.

December 18 Port Tobacco CBC
(Gwen Brewer, 3wigeons@verizon.net)
December 18 Point Lookout CBC
(Bob Boxwell, Bobboxwell@hotmail.com)
January 1
Patuxent River CBC
(Andy Brown, brownaj@co.cal.md.us)
January 2
Fort Belvoir/MD shoreline CBC
(Lynne Wheeler, comstockel@aol.com)

Our field trip began with a 30 minute fact filled presentation
for my first time visitors. We next enjoyed viewing through
the spotting scope about 80 Laughing Gulls, 30 Doublecrested Cormorants, and a few Herring Gulls and Ringbilled Gulls.

Let bird song fill the air. Let joy be everywhere,
Lynne Wheeler
p.s. Thanks to Mary Pat Dougherty for the design of our
new logo!

This park also has a one mile wooded trail which snakes
down to the river and along an inlet, continuing through
the woods. Before we got to the trail, the meadow area
just off the parking lot graced us with both Ruby-crowned,
and Golden-crowned Kinglets. As I was pointing out a
White-breasted Nuthatch, I was pleasantly surprised to
see a Brown Creeper! And we had just begun and it was
early afternoon. Not a great time for birding. We continued
onto the trail sighting a Great Blue Heron and many Whitethroated Sparrows. In the distance I could hear American
Crows irritating a Red-shouldered Hawk. I was hopeful as
we walked further to get a view. Instead I heard the dry
chup of a thrush. We witnessed a very cooperative Hermit
Thrush and it gave us quite a show.

Newtowne Neck SP,
St. Mary’s County - Trip Report
October 23, 2016
After a period of high Northwest winds and occasional rain
leading up to trip day, nine of us gathered at the entrance
to Newtowne in the bright sun and stiff breeze on Sunday
morning. Temperatures started in the high 40s but warmed
steadily during the morning. 8 Eastern Bluebirds greeted
us on the telephone wires. Moving to the Potomac River
shore, we scoped the expanse for waterfowl. There were
Double-crested Cormorants and Bald Eagles on the weirs,
and a Forster’s Tern passed by, but no ducks were visible.
However, we soon began to sense that hawks and falcons
were on the move. An American Kestrel was working the
corn stubble, a Cooper’s Hawk dove into the alders, and a
Red-tailed Hawk circled high with two Bald Eagles. There
was strong hawk movement all morning along the eastern
shoreline, and soon we had tallied Sharpies, both sexes of
Northern Harriers, two late Osprey and 3 Merlins. Juncos
and White-throated Sparrows had returned for the winter,
and Killdeer were abundant in the fields. In a few more
weeks, the ducks should return to the river and bays, and
the fields should yield Horned Larks and American Pipits.
In the meantime, we enjoyed the raptor show.

Once we finished the wooded section of the trail we
wandered back down to the river’s edge and had an
immature Red-tailed Hawk. I was amazed to lead a field trip
from noon – 2 p.m. and get 27 species which included such
pleasant surprises! Oh…and we had Halloween candy too!

David Moulton, Leader

Boo! The Ghosts of Mallows Bay
by Lynne Wheeler

On Saturday, October 29, eight delightful history and
nature lovers joined me in southwestern Charles County
at Mallows Bay Park. This county owned park was chosen
by NOAA in 2015 for possible designation as a national
marine sanctuary. Mallows Bay and Wisconsin – Lake
Michigan are the first new sanctuaries being considered
by the federal government in 15 years. It looks like a slam
dunk (sorry for the bad pun) to receive this designation in
April 2017.
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Point Lookout State Park,
September 17 – Field Trip
by Tyler Bell

You never know what you’re going to see at Pt. Lookout.
Being a geographic funnel, migration can be spectacular,
or like on our trip, mediocre. Eleven people, not including
me, showed up at the parking lot at the fee station. While
we waited for a quorum, we started ticking off species.
Once we had most everyone, we headed off to the picnic
area. We had to work hard for the warblers but some, like
the Yellow-throated Warbler that posed on the power line
just north of the picnic area, gave excellent looks.

Dinumma deponens
Photo by Tyler Bell

Just north of the fort, we ran into a pair of Brown-headed
Nuthatches excavating a hole in a dead pine. They were
quite cooperative especially since the hole faced toward
the best viewing area. A Red-headed Woodpecker was
in this same vicinity, as was one on last year’s trip. They
used to be common at Pt. Lookout, particularly along the
Periwinkle Trail but European Starlings pushed them out.
We worked the pound nets just north of the inlet and found
the usual assortment of gulls with a few lingering Common
Terns. Brown Pelicans were scarce which is unusual since
they’re often quite common.

New Moth Species for Maryland
by Jim Brighton and Bill Hubick

Today we give a bittersweet congratulations to Tyler Bell
for discovering a new species of moth for the Maryland
Biodiversity Project. Unfortunately, Tyler’s moth is Dinumma
deponens, an introduced species from Asia. According to
BugGuide, Dinumma deponens is native to Asia and was
first found in the United States in Morgantown, Georgia in
2012. As far as I can tell, St. Mary’s County, MD (where
Tyler discovered his individual) is the farthest north that this
introduced moth has been found in the US.

Returning to the picnic area along the main road, we found
an American Redstart that had us puzzled. It was doing
hunting forays much like a flycatcher. As we approached
the entrance to the picnic area, some of the group departed
while the rest of us walked to the point. In the Phragmites
along the edge of the pond, there was a very cooperative
Green Heron. The tide was too high for shorebirds which
can sometimes be diverse given the right conditions.

The host plants for Dinumma deponens are species in
the genus Albizia, which are better known as Mimosas or
Silktrees. According to the paper, “Dinumma deponens,
Walker 1858 (Erebidae) is here to stay” by Adams, Van
Zandt, and Neal, the authors believe that there are multiple
broods and the flight times range from mid-June through
late-September.
It is way too early to tell what kind of impact Dinumma
deponens will have on the local environment. Luckily,
there are no native Mimosas that can be affected by the
introduction, so hopefully this moth will have little bearing
on the Maryland landscape. Once again, congrats to Tyler
Bell on his discovery and let’s stay diligent and see if we can
find more locales for Dinumma deponens in Maryland so
we can better understand this introduced moths distribution
and movements as it colonizes North America.

The group tallied 39 species with a couple of participants
finding something not seen or heard by all (House Wren
and Palm Warbler). Maybe next year we’ll hit it right? Come
and find out!

Go to the Dinumma deponens species page
at the Maryland Biodiversity Project: http://
www.marylandbiodiversity.com/viewSpecies.
php?species=18191
To read the paper “Dinumma deponens, Walker 1858
(Erebidae) is here to stay” go to: http://www.academia.
edu/5391326/Dinumma_deponens_is_here_to_stay
To see the BugGuide species page for Dinumma
depopnens:
http://bugguide.net/node/view/811245
Brown-headed Nuthatch Pair
Photo by Jim Ferris

Photo of the moth Dinumma deponens by Tyler Bell:
St. Mary’s County, MD 9/3/16.
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Tip Of The Month: Hearing Check-Up

State Report Says No Public Harvest
St. Mary’s River Oyster Sanctuary
Should Be Protected

Are you failing to hear Blackpoll Warbler’s high-pitched
“tsit, tsit, tsit, tsit, tsit, tsit” while your field colleagues are
picking up that sound? Are you hearing only “pieces” of
some birdsongs?

October 13, 2016—Last winter, Governor Hogan suspended
the restoration activities in Maryland’s sanctuaries—turning
away a million dollars of federal monies that ended up going
to Virginia—because a 5-year study of sanctuaries, public
harvest areas, and aquaculture operations was due out last
July 2016. That report, written by the Department of Natural
Resources with the help of state academic institutions and
federal agencies, became public in August as a draft and
the Governor’s Oyster Advisory Commission is seeking
public input on it. Hogan was looking for opportunities to
enhance the wild oyster fishery, a campaign promise he
made to Maryland’s watermen.

This should be a signal to you that it’s time to get your
hearing checked.
Hearing loss can develop so gradually, that you may not
even realize that it’s happening. A hearing-care specialist
such as an audiologist or hearing instrument provider can
perform an in-depth assessment to determine the treatment
that is best for you. And you should seek an audiologist
who appreciates that for you at least, hearing birds is very
important.

The report does little to support Hogan’s promise. It states
that restoration in two sanctuaries, Harris Creek and the
Little Choptank, has been successful and that restoration
activities should continue. Furthermore, the report
specifically calls out the St. Mary’s River as a sanctuary
that is doing extremely well and may, after extensive
surveys, be termed fully restored to Bay goals without the
state or federal governments investing a single dollar of
taxpayer monies. The report offers just two options within
the recommendations for the St. Mary’s River sanctuary:
1) do nothing, hoping the area will meet Bay goals as fully
restored in the near future (if not already) and preserve
the sanctuary, or 2) invest taxpayer monies in restoration
activities to bring the area into Bay goals compliance
sooner rather than later.

The good news is that hearing aids have progressed so well
over the past decade that some folks have come to regard
them as prosthetic ears. These are not your mother’s or
grandfather’s hearing aids. Today’s devices are much
smaller - virtually invisible - with a microcomputer that is
significantly more sophisticated in responding to sounds in
the environment than their early predecessors.
In any case, it’s a good idea to have an annual hearing
examination to measure the level of your auditory capacity,
especially if you’ve been exposed to repeated loud noises,
or if you are over 50 years of age.

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National
Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Maryland expanded its oyster sanctuaries in 2010 from
8% of the Bay’s most productive oyster grounds to 24%
citing four objectives scientists believed to be essential to
the Bay’s health and the oyster fishery survival. The first
objective was to protect half of the Bay’s most productive
oyster grounds and investigate why these areas remain
productive. Second, in order to combat disease, scientists
agree resistance must be bred into the wild oysters—a
process that requires large populations of oysters
undisturbed by restoration or harvest. It is a long-term
strategy that may take many generations of oysters. Third,
oyster habitat provides essential ecological functions that
cannot be obtained from a harvest bar. While an adult oyster
is well-known for filtering up to 50 gallons of water each
day cleansing the water column, less known is their ability
to support complex microbial communities that provide
denitrification—a process of removing nitrogen, one of
the Bay’s three main pollutants, from the system allowing
it to transpire into the atmosphere. Scientists believe this
process to be the primary method nitrogen moves out of
the Bay ecosystem. Therefore the larger the thriving areas
of oysters protected by sanctuary designation, the greater
the chance to restore Bay health. Fourth, sanctuaries are
needed to provide reproductive capacity generating larvae
that can populate public harvest areas. A recent study by
Elizabeth W. North et al. (UMDCES) determined that oyster

Paul J. Baicich
410-992-9736
paul.baicich@verizon.net

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Jose A. Baca, Chesapeake Beach
Joann Bostic, Chesapeake Beach
Mary H. Davis, Fort Washington
Mr. Don L Dickinson, Solomons
Angela Essner, Oxon Hill
Warren Frank, Leonardtown
Beverly Johnson, Waldorf
Haley N. Johnson, Waldorf
Gertrude Johnson, Temple Hills
Carolyn Mohler, Prince Frederick
Mr. Leo N. Nims, Huntingtown
Mrs. Dianne O`Leary, Chesapeake Beach
Stacy Oosterink, California
Jane Roosen Raad, Prince Frederick
Miss Jamie Rowder, Saint Leonard
T. Patricia Sammons, Indian Head
Colin Shisler, Saint Leonard
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larvae rarely (less than 4%) settle on the bar they come from.
Influenced by the sloshing effects of tides and downstream
currents, larvae can travel miles before settling. [Modeling
dispersal of oyster larvae in Chesapeake Bay, North,
Gross, Hood, Li, Zhong, and Schlagg, 2006; Funded by
Maryland Department of Natural Resources.]

Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

Annual harvest data for the St. Mary’s River show a sevenfold increase between 2009 and 2015, most of that coming
in the 2012-15 harvest years. Clearly something is working
for the oysters’ behalf and the St. Mary’s River Watershed
Association believes that the industry is benefiting greatly
from downriver larval settlement due to the sanctuary
designation and prohibition on harvesting oysters upriver
in the sanctuary. Association surveys indicate that the
population of mature oysters in the sanctuary is growing
tremendously and that larval settlement in the sanctuary is
well above historic mean levels every year from 2012 on.

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor
conservation and research projects in the Southern
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl.
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available
for adoption each year!
“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

The push to open Maryland’s oyster sanctuaries to public
harvest is ill advised, according to the state’s own report.
Only for unproductive areas of some sanctuaries does the
report recommend a change—to open those areas to public
harvest in exchange, acre for acre, for better productive
bottom. That’s a tradeoff watermen won’t like. To read the
report, visit:

Adoptive “parents” will receive:
A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and
location and date of banding.
Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species

http://dnr2.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/oysters/5-YearOyster-Review-Report.aspx

Any other pertinent information that may become
available

St. Mary’s River Watershed Association

Your support helps provide:
• Barn Owl Nest Boxes
• Osprey Nesting Platforms
• Kestrel Nest Boxes
• Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

2016-2017
Field Trips and Programs

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the
Southern Maryland Audubon Society
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mail completed form to: Carole Schnitzler, Adopt-a-Raptor,
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

November 19 – SATURDAY - 8:00 a.m. - 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Mattawoman Wildlands, Marbury, Charles County
Meeting location Lackey High School parking lot, Indian Head, MD
20640
“EARLY WATERFOWL AND LATE MIGRANTS ON THE GEORGE
WILMOT TRAIL”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Bob Lukinic
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society and the Southern
MD Audubon Society. We usually expect large concentrations of
waterfowl on the Mattawoman Creek, along with songbirds, woodpeckers
(some red-headed), and raptors. Meet at Lackey High School parking
lot, 3000 Chicamuxen Road, Indian Head, MD 20640 at 7:45 a.m.
Bring waterproof shoes or low boots, and dress for possible wind. Be
prepared for a one-mile walk to and from the head of the trail, and then
a half-mile walk on uneven forest trail. Make reservation with Lynne at
301-751-8097 or comstockel@aol.com.

Name:_______________________________________
as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Address:_____________________________________
____________________________________________
I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest
Amount Enclosed:______________________

continued on page 6

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society
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December 9 - FRIDAY – 8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
The Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“WINTER OWL PROWL AT THE ELMS ENVIRONMENTAL ED
CENTER”
Leaders: Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow
Come “call out” the owls!! Youths especially welcome. Owls are
nocturnal, and therefore not easy to spot. A great Friday night family
outing at The Elms Center. Dress appropriately for the weather, and
avoid noisy clothing. This event is weather dependent. Rain or high
winds will result in cancellation, so please RSVP with good phone/email
address. Directions: 49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628.
Take Rt 235 south, then left onto St. James Church road (opposite
Mattapany Road). You will see the sign for the Elms Environmental
Education Center. We will meet in the “hunter’s parking lot” on the right
about 100 yards before the gate. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at 410-610-5124
or Bobboxwell@hotmail.com.

December 2 - FRIDAY – 8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Myrtle Point Park, St. Mary’s County
24050 Patuxent Blvd, California, MD 20619
“WINTER OWL PROWL ON MYRTLE POINT” – Youths Welcome!
Leader: Bob Boxwell
This trip is co-sponsored with the Friends of Myrtle Point Park and is an
annual event which attempts to “call out” the resident owls of the park.
Owls are nocturnal, and therefore, not easy to spot. We will meet in front
of the park gates and attempt to attract owls by having them respond to
recorded calls. Please dress for the weather, but avoid “noisy” clothing
(please no snowsuits!). This event is weather dependent. Rain or high
winds will result in cancellation, so please RSVP with good phone/email
address. To find Myrtle Point Park, take Rt. 4 in St. Mary’s County to
Patuxent Boulevard, and follow to the end. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at
410-610-5124 or Bobboxwell@hotmail.com
December 7 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
St. Francis de Sales Community Building, Charles County, MD
7185 Benedict Avenue, Benedict, MD 20612 (church address,
community building is past the church)
“Ospreys on the Patuxent”
GREG KEARNS, Park Naturalist II, Patuxent River Park, MD-National
Capital Park and Planning
Join us to learn about Ospreys, the often-seen “fish hawk” of local rivers
and the Chesapeake Bay, with photos by Greg Kearns. His program
will cover Osprey biology on the Patuxent River, the provision of nesting
platforms, efforts to increase their numbers, his banding program with
the public, re-introduction efforts, satellite tracking of migration and
other interesting facts .He promises that, “You will be on the edge of
your seat as you learn more about this unique species of raptor.” SMAS
will be offering a variety of Osprey oriented holiday gifts for purchase.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 2016-2017
Please join us and help count birds for the 117th Christmas Bird Count.
Come and participate in one of the largest and oldest citizen science
programs. Beginner birders welcome. Contact coordinator below.
December 18 Port Tobacco CBC
(Gwen Brewer, 3wigeons@verizon.net)
December 18 Point Lookout CBC
(Bob Boxwell, Bobboxwell@hotmail.com)
January 1 Patuxent River CBC
(Andy Brown, brownaj@co.cal.md.us)
January 2 FT. Belvoir/ MD shoreline CBC
(Lynne Wheeler, comstockel@aol.com)

continued on page 7
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine.






Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter.
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________


Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________. ___ No thank you, please mail
me a paper copy.
Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.
GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.
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February 1 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Washington Square Community Center, Charles County
101 Kennedy Place, La Plata, MD 20646
“WHAT KEEPS MARYLAND NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES
FUNCTIONING: NATIVE BEES”
SAM DROEGE, USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
Current data shows there are at least 430 species of native bees in
Maryland and DC. These numbers grow as more people explore and
observe bees in the state. Like birds there are close ties to geography and
plants communities...and unlike birds there are often 1:1 relationships
with individual plant species. Sam will show pictures, tell stories, and
present the many ways these species are different from honey bees
and point out ways to increase their numbers in your yard and increase
your ability to identify and watch bees. Light refreshments and mingling
starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097
or somdaudubon@yahoo.com

January 4 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Mattawoman Middle School Media Center, Charles County
10145 Berry Road, Waldorf, MD 20603
“AN EDUCATOR PRESENTS –MY HOG ISLAND, MAINE ONCE IN A
LIFETIME EXPERIENCE”
PATRICE GRIBBLE-FETTER, Park Naturalist, Old Maryland Farm,
Watkins Regional Park
Every year the Southern Maryland Audubon Society (SMAS) gives
a scholarship to teachers and environmental educators from our
community to attend National Audubon’s Camp in Hog Island, Maine.
The camp offers many programs to select from, adding new ones
every year. Our SMAS scholarship recipients attend either Sharing
Nature: An Educator’s Week or Field Ornithology. Come and hear our
2016 scholarship winner share her once in a lifetime experience while
attending the Field Ornithology program last June. This is a great time
for any teachers who are considering applying for our 2017 scholarship
to get in depth knowledge about this wonderful opportunity and SMAS
contribution. Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public
invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or somdaudubon@
yahoo.com

February 12 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
Gate #1 Visitor Parking Lot
“WINTER BIRDS AND TUNDRA SPECIALISTS AT PAX RIVER
AIRFIELD”
Leader: Kyle Rambo
We are fortunate to have access to airfields that provide tundra like
habitat. This trip will feature typical winter airfield birds such as Snow
Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks,
Savannah Sparrows, and possible Wilson’s Snipe and Peregrine
Falcon. Preregistration is required and open to U.S. citizens only. Trip
is limited to 10 people. Must bring a photo I.D. Meet at Gate #1 Visitor
Parking Lot. RSVP to Kyle at 301-757-0005, kyle.rambo@navy.mil.

January 20 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!!
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“OWL PROWL AT THE ELMS”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and therefore not easy to
spot. A great Friday night family outing at The Elms. Dress appropriately
for the weather, and avoid noisy clothing. This event is weather
dependent. Rain or high winds will result in cancellation. Directions:
Take Rt 235 south, left onto St. James Church Road (opposite
Mattapany Road). You will see the sign for the Elms Environmental
Education Center. We will meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the
right 100 yards before the gate. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at 410-610-5124,
Bobboxwell@hotmail.com.
January 22 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Piscataway Park & Hard Bargain Farm, Prince George’s County
15785 Livingston Road, Accokeek, MD 20607 (Burger King)
“WINTER WATERFOWL AND RESIDENT BIRDS”
Leader(s): Mike Callahan and Michael Patterson
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society. The varied habitat
or water, woods, farm fields and edges provide for a great variety of birds.
Take Rt 210 (Indian Head Hwy) to Livingston Road. (south of Farmington
Rd. and north of Rt 228). Take Livingston Road east and meet at the
Burger King in the Weis Shopping Center (15785 Livingston Road,
Accokeek, MD 20607). No facilities. No fee. Limit to 20 participants.
RSVP to Mike Callahan at 240-765-5192 or raptoresrulemc@gmail.com
.
January 28 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum, Calvert County
“WINTER WATERFOWL TRIP”
Leader: Tyler Bell
Open fields and wooded areas provide good land birding and the river
frontage close views of waterfowl. Loons, mergansers, sea ducks and
dabblers likely, often in great numbers. Call or email Tyler for directions
to the meeting spot. RSVP to Tyler Bell at jtylerbell@yahoo.com or
301-862-4623.

February 19 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, Charles County
“BARN OWL PROWL”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year round
resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. The farm is owned by
the newly-founded Wicomico Valley Foundation of Southern Maryland.
This is a great family outing! Bring a reusable mug for hot chocolate. The
exact meeting location will be given at registration. Suggested donation
of $5.00 per person. RSVP to Mike at 240-765-5192, or raptorsrulemc@
gmail.com

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

2016-2017 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic - 301.283.6317
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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