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President’s Perch

Something to Crow About
For many of us spring is a favorite time of year. We watch in wonder at nest building,
adult birds feeding their young, and successful fledging is a sight to behold. For a
third year in a row I caught “my” Carolina Wrens fledge (a brood of four this year)
from under my deck. How lucky is that! Considering it takes all of a few minutes.

Wood Thrush
Photo by Tyler Bell
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I would like to crow about some exciting things happening in your Audubon chapter.
This is the last Osprey issue until late summer so you won’t hear from me for a while
unless you come to our Annual Picnic Meeting June 4 at Chapman State Park (hint,
hint). If you come you can help us present our Conservationist of the Year Award to
a very worthy organization, The Charles Soil Conservation District.
Your SMAS board of directors and committees has been busy all year. Last fall
several attended training hosted by our state Audubon chapter regarding a new
National Audubon program called “Creating Bird-Friendly Communities”. This
initiative involves teaching about the importance of native plants in our community
and providing resources in selecting and finding them. I am a passionate native
plant lover and propagator, so Audubon could not have picked a better new program
for me than that!! SMAS has completed two lectures at our monthly meetings, one
in April at a location in St. Mary’s County, and one in May at a location in Charles
County. We have designed a new native plant flyer, and we are currently assisting
many sites across southern Maryland with all aspects of gardening and landscaping
with native plants. Keep watching, as we will plan even more, and PLEASE send me
an email if you would like to help!
I am also happy to announce that the Southern Maryland Audubon Society is an
official partner in the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership, which was formed as
a collaborative effort by the Maryland Ornithological Society, MD DNR, and several
other groups. We are excited to assist them in many of their laudable initiatives such
as Eagle Nest Monitoring and the Important Bird Area Monitoring Project. You will
hear more about upcoming activities and how you can help.
Next I have to crow about our raptor Conservation Committee. Mike Callahan as
chair, and Carole Schitzler as chair of our Adopt-a-Raptor program have soared
to new heights. The multiple Barn Owl banding events they planned and executed
(and still one more planned for this June – watch our website!) have provided a
300% increase in funds for this important conservation project. Mike is definitely a
“Barn Owl Whisperer” and he has benefited greatly with Carole as his capable and
dependable sidekick. We are very fortunate to have them.

http://somdaudubon.org/

If you recall we added three new directors to the board at our annual picnic meeting
last August and I must crow about them too. Lee Vines, as chair, is currently
executing our new Youth Outreach committee. Its first activity should get a loud mix
Continued on page 2
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of coos and caws (I am stuck on crows for some reason).
He is focusing on nature and bird walks for children with
ADD/ADHD/Autistic Spectrum. Evidence shows time
spent in nature is beneficial to all of us, and for children
struggling, it has proven exceedingly healthful. Another
new member of our board of directors, Tiffany Farrell, is
planning a new event for us this September 17th --- a trip
to a southern Maryland nature sanctuary followed by food
and wine at a nearby vineyard. Details will come soon, but
please save the date for this wonderful day of birding and
wine. She is my kind of director!! Last but not least: our
new director Julie Simpson. Her extensive experience in
leadership positions in similar organizations has provided
SMAS with valuable knowledge and advice, especially on
administrative and organizational issues. I would not have
enjoyed this year as much without her thoughtful guidance.

like to end on one final request. Please get involved!! We
do not have enough members helping out, and there is so
much more we could and should do. Send me an email at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com and I can guide you on a flight
path to helping our chapter.
Lynne Wheeler, Presidenton Society has officially launched
its Plants For Birds

Join us for our Annual Picnic Meeting
Sunday, June 4, 1 pm – 4 pm at
Chapman State Park

And now for the rest of our “murder of crows”: Bob Lukinic,
Conservation chair and Vice-President, diligently keeps
abreast of national and local environmental issues, and
he constantly attends hearings and submits support letters
to groups that promote actions for a healthy environment
for birds. We so enjoy his passion! Robbi Ross is our
Hospitality chair and truly delivers for us. Our monthly
meeting programs would not be so enjoyable without her.
Most months she provides our snacks and beverages
herself, so PLEASE sign up to help her. She gives us so
much volunteer time and lives in Alexandria, Virginia!!
Can you match her dedication? And then there is David
Moulton. We are incredibly thankful for all his hard work as
Field Trip Coordinator. I will speak for David in extending
our gratitude to all of our field trip leaders. Special thanks
are due to our director Margarita Rochow, without whom
our Birding 101 field trip classes would not happen.

Historic Mount Aventine Manor House at
Chapman State Park

Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park,
Charles County
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640

Participation in every event has been improved by Nancy
Megas, our Publicity and Social Media chair. We really
“like” her promotion of our Facebook page and activities.
Let’s not forget my faithful and very talented friend Paula
Batzer, our webmaster. As she hits the road soon in her
RV, we hope there will be internet service! At this point our
website is going to “wing it”, and we are thankful that Julie
Daniel can be our backup. This year we are sending not one
but two bird lovers to Hog Island, Maine Audubon Camp.
Education chair Nicole Patterson makes this happen and
deserves big kudos. Every time we award a scholarship
to Hog Island, recipient’s home and many, many southern
Maryland students and adults benefit from their experience.
While reading this newsletter keep in mind our Editor, Tyler
Bell. For years he has dedicated his time producing it for all
of us --- along with leading field trips. Please don’t forget to
tell him thanks for all he does for SMAS the next time you
see him. Finally, HUGE HUGE caws go to Julie and Will
Daniel. Will, our Treasurer, and his better half (sorry Will-it’s
called sisterhood!) Julie, our Secretary, is the biggest coo
and caw I can deliver. Julie gives so much that we would
not be an Audubon chapter without her.

Potluck Lunch ………....................................1:00 – 2:15
Welcome ……………………………………… 2:15 – 2:30
Award Presentations and Elections ……..…. 2:30 – 3:00
Bird Walk ……………………………………… 3:00 – 4:00
Bring your family, friends, and a favorite dish and join us
at this beautiful setting overlooking the Potomac River.
Chapman State Park is part of a 2254 acre site purchased
in 1998 by the state of Maryland to save this treasure from
development. Come and enjoy the miles of trails winding
through woods and along marsh trails. This Important Bird
Area offers fabulous flora and fauna. The 1840 Mount
Aventine manor house will also be open, the other big
treasure at this location. Bring a chair!! Bird walk at 3 pm will
be along the fabulous Marsh Trail, through coastal forest
and marshland, and now a leg of the Potomac Heritage
National Scenic Trail Network. For more information see
website at www.friendsofchapmansp.org
We will also have a native plant sale!!
(Spotted Bee Balm, Butterfly Milkweed, Coneflower)

Sorry for such a long rattle of coos, caws, and clicks (Tyler
is going to murder me – did you just groan?) but I would
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Birding 101 Field Trip

Chapman State Park April 29 Field Trip
by Lynne Wheeler

It was a day to share a bird ramble at the Elms Environ-

mental Education Center in St. Mary’s County. I wish we
had fewer ‘heard only’ birds, but that’s always a problem in
really tall trees. You all far exceeded my expectations for
a ‘Birding 101’ group and would be right at home with any
of the SMAS birding trips. You did an especially great job
of spotting birds - even the tiny ones! Glad that you added
new life birds to your lists! I hope you learned a few new
birding tricks as well. Any trip that begins with Indigo Buntings and ends with a Summer Tanager can’t be all bad! We
also spotted a Mud Turtle, one really lazy Black Snake, and
the magical Luna Moth.
Every spring our society hosts a field trip for our friends
“up north” – the Audubon Naturalist Society. Our sign-up
sheet filled up early so we had a waiting list. Always a good
sign that the plan is a good one! We had 13 birders attend,
one as far away as Towson, MD. Originally we hoped to
end our trip at the Indian Head Rail Trail, Mason Springs
location, but the forecast of 90 degree weather kept us on
the wonderful shady trails of this Important Bird Area park.

Our official TRIP BIRD was Summer Tanager. Our official
TRIP CRITTER was the Luna Moth. Below is Thao Nguyen’s picture of the Luna Moth which she was kind enough to
share with us. Thank you, Thao! As you can see, the Luna’s
wings are not yet fully open. The moth has just emerged
from its cocoon and was drying them as we watched. Wow!
Plummy antennae are already dry and fluffy. As Margarita
pointed out to us, the cocoon is so perfectly camouflaged to
the tree bark to which it is attached, that it was never spotted – in spite of regular field trips which went right past the
tree. We all wanted to stay and watch the moth unfurl during the afternoon, but in today’s busy world, time marches
on.

The day started off with Black-throated Blue Warblers in
the parking lot, which made me think we were off to a good
start. I already figured the Bird Gods were active earlier that
day at home when I saw a Green Heron at the pond and
then a male gobbler display for me. The first stretch into
the park was filled the sights and sounds of Wood Thrush,
Ovenbird, Northern Parula, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Scarlet
Tanager, Red-eye Vireo, Yellow-rumped Warbler and more
Black-throated Blue Warblers. As we approached the
historic manor house, after being bombarded by Chipping
Sparrows everywhere, the cedar trees gave us a Black-andwhite Warbler and, high above, a Red-shouldered Hawk.
We started onto another wooded trail, making our way to a
field which takes you to the Marsh Trail. At the entrance to
the field we had Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting
and a Scarlet Tanager. Once we entered the Marsh Trail
the real fun began! This trail offered up a Baltimore Oriole,
Swamp Sparrow, Wood Duck, Bald Eagles, Red-winged
Blackbirds, many Osprey and the most Gray Catbirds I had
ever seen (I recorded 7 on eBird but I think that is low!). At
the end of the trail everyone got a magnificent performance
by a Prothonotary Warbler – he deserved applause for it.
We started our return on this trail to see male and female
American Redstart and then the most incredible amount of
Scarlet Tanagers I have ever witnessed. We determined we
were watching at least a baker’s dozen of Scarlet Tanagers
– we erupted with pleasure to witness such a sight.

We saw and heard a total of 41 bird species. Yay for us!
Thanks for braving the heat and joining us!
See this link for a great color photo of the group! http://
tinyurl.com/elms-birding-101
Judy Ferris
[Editor’s Note: for more info on the Elms Environmental
Education Center, click on these links:
http://elms.smcps.org/ and
https://www.facebook.com/Elms-Environmental-Education-Center-142306885843152/
Also, for a video of a Luna Moth emerging, click here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atOSro3_W7c ]

For the official trip report I recorded 44 species and will look
back with pleasure to have spent such a pleasant day with
really nice people and beautiful birds. If I whet your appetite
please come and enjoy this park by attending our SMAS
Annual Picnic Meeting on June 4. You won’t regret it!!
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Counting Horseshoe Crabs This Season
Paul Bushmann, at the Anne Arundel Community College,
has been testing a new smartphone-based method for
surveying crabs and it’s working well. If you know of groups
planning on counting crabs this season, it would be great if
they could show them how it works. Their eventual goal is to
expand beyond what they can do at Cove Point, and they’d
like to start engaging other groups. If you’re interested,
please email Paul: pjbushmann@aacc.edu
Below are days/dates when the tides are highest and most
favorable for Horseshoe Crabs to be laying eggs.
Survey
Dates

% Moon
Visible

St. Mary’s County Rain Barrel and
Composting Workshops

May
Wednesday

24

6

Thursday

25

1

Friday

26

0

Saturday

27

1

Are you looking for a simple way to conserve water and
do something good for the environment? Why not install
a rain barrel...or two! Not sure what to do with all of that
yard waste and vegetable scraps? Join us to learn about
home composting! The University of Maryland Extension
Program, St. Mary’s County Government and Commission
on the Environment are pleased to offer rain barrel and
composting workshops to residents. The rain barrel
sessions will focus on the practical uses for rain barrels
and how they reduce the impact of runoff on our local
waterways and the Chesapeake Bay. Participants will
have the opportunity to purchase rain barrels and learn the
techniques for later installation. The composting session
will include basic information/demonstration on how to
start composting at home. Both rain barrel and composting
workshops will be held on Saturday, May 20, 2017 from
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., and 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds. You are welcome to attend
both the rain barrel and composting workshops!

New

June
Thursday

8

97

Friday

9

99

Saturday

10

99

Sunday

11

98

Thursday

22

7

Friday

23

2

Saturday

24

0

Sunday

25

0

Full

New

July
Friday

7

94

Saturday

8

98

Sunday

9

99

Monday

10

99

Pre-registration is required, as space is limited. Attendance
is Free - $83 based on rain barrel and/or compost bin
purchase. For more details on rain barrel and compost
bin options, or to register online for this event, please
visit www.extension.umd.edu/events/ (*additional service
fees associated with online registration) or use the paper
registration form attached below.

Full

For more information please contact Nicole Basenback,
Watershed Restoration Program Assistant, at 301-4754484 or Jackie Takacs, Watershed Restoration Specialist
240-393-6508.

Cool Internet Links!
How to Record Bird Sounds With Your Smartphone:
Our Tips
http://tinyurl.com/bird-songs-smartphone

Location: St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds
42455 Fairgrounds Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

Photo Tip: Leave a Little Habitat in Your Shot
http://tinyurl.com/habtitat-in-the-shot
Kingfisher Perfection
http://tinyurl.com/Kingfisher-Perfection
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Charles County Library
Birding & Nature Walks
Throughout the year SMAS has been helping out the La
Plata Library with Friday morning birding & nature walks.
Walks are scheduled at various locations in Charles County
and are great for novice birders. See the library website
at ccplonline.org, La Plata Branch events for complete
information. Currently they have scheduled walks for July
14 and August 4 at Tilghman Lake, and September 1 and
October 6 at Chapman State Park.

Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

A walk on April 21 at the Indian Head Rail Trail entertained
all with great looks of a Barred Owl, Red-headed
Woodpeckers, American Redstarts, turtles, and a botany
lesson from our SMAS board member Lee Vines.

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:
Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:
 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each
Lee Vines teaches about the vascular plant
Field Horsetail, Equisetum arvense

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Janet Beck, Waldorf
Donald Clayton, Mechanicsville
C Compton, Indian Head
Linda Davis, Fort Washington
Judy & Jim Ferris, Lusby
Jacqueline A Fournier, Lexington Park
Robin Henry, La Plata
Greg and Georgiana Klesch, Mechanicsville
Anna Pence, Issue
Debra Pence, La Plata
Ms. Sandra Powers, Ridge
Robert Rausch, Waldorf
Ms. Denise L. Robey, La Plata
Joann Simms, Mechanicsville
Lloyd Timberlake, Ridge
Donovan Willis, Waldorf

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________
Mail To:
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

Astounding Vermilion Flycatcher

Third, the initial report of this strange bird was actually
made by a web-cam operator in Germany. Yes, you read
this correctly. Regina Hornung in Germany who writes the
newsletter about the Hog Island Ospreys first notified the
Hog Island staff in Maine of this bird when it appeared on
her screen in Germany. The presence of the flycatcher was
immediately posted it on the MaineBirds listserv. This is, of
course, triply astounding.

We’ve written about the famous Hog Island Audubon Camp
in Maine a number of times, focusing on the fascinating
bird-study programs available there. We announced this
year’s suite of classes in November, and the selection can
be reviewed here: http://hogisland.audubon.org/
Remarkably this story on Maine birds starts with the very
popular web-cam at the Hog Island Camp, with the realtime viewing of a pair of local celebrity Ospreys and their
eggs/young.

The flycatcher remained in the area of the nest and nearby
buildings into the afternoon, and quick-responding area
birders were able to see it, even though it was at a quartermile distance, viewing Hog Island from the mainland dock.
This is the penultimate in birding technology birding!

Incredibly, on the morning of 17 April, a bright and beautiful
immature male Vermilion Flycatcher alighted on one of the
sticks on the Osprey nest, when it was reported by one of
the cam operators. This is a remarkable sighting for three
reasons:

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National
Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

First, Vermilion Flycatchers occur normally no closer to
Maine than the southwestern U.S. In fact, this flycatcher
represents the very first verified occurrence of the species
in Maine. (There is a hypothetical record from 1994,
however.)

Paul J. Baicich - 410-992-9736 paul.baicich@verizon.net

Second, the bird was “verified” by web-cam technology
under circumstances that are truly amazing. Of all the
stick-nests in all the places in the state of Maine for the
bird to land, this male Vermilion Flycatcher chose this
one! The entire coincidence is described here, along with
accompanying video of the bird:

http://www.audubon.org/node/195486?site=hogi
sland&nid=4151

Vermilion Flycatcher
Photo by Bill Hubick

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine.






Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter.
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________


Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________. ___ No thank you, please mail
me a paper copy.
Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.
GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.
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2017 Field Trips and Programs
May 20 – SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Calvert Cliffs State Park, Calvert County
“WARBLERS AND SPRING MIGRATION”
Leader: Judy Ferris and Jan Degeneffe
Neotropical migrants should be near their peak. Warblers, tanagers,
grosbeaks, and other songbirds. Red-headed Woodpeckers. Good
trails through wooded habitat and along a creek and swamp. Take Rt.
2/4 south of Prince Frederick for about 14 miles. Follow signs to the
park. Meet leaders in parking lot. Facilities and fee ($5), 3-4 mile round
trip walk. RSVP to Judy at 410-326-1965 or jferris11@gmail.com

Barn Owls & Breakfast or BBQ, Charles County
Youths especially welcome!
June, exact date to be determined, it all depends on the owls! Watch our
website and Facebook page for date and details.
Leader: Mike Callahan (240-765-5192, raptorsrulemc@gmail.com)
A different kind of B&B! Come and enjoy breakfast before helping our
Raptor Conservation Committee chair Mike check a Barn Owl nest
box, and hopefully band nestling owls. This trip takes place on private
property in southern Charles County. The location and directions will
be
given when you contact Mike to register and reserve your
spot. This event fills up rapidly. There is a small fee involved to cover the
cost of food. Please bring your own reusable plate, mug, and utensils.

June 30 –FRIDAY – 9:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Flag Ponds, Calvert County
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
“NIGHTTIME HORSESHOE CRAB ADVENTURE AT FLAG PONDS”
Leader: Andy Brown
The horseshoe crab is one of nature’s miracles, and their eggs fuel
the amazing migration of shorebirds! Want to see horseshoe crabs
spawning on the beach by moonlight? Join us for this unique chance at
water’s edge. Bring flashlights, wear comfortable walking shoes that can
get wet. Meet at the gate to Flag Ponds. RSVP to Andy at 443-624-3687
or Brownaj@co.cal.md.us

Bad Nature Jokes
What do you call an eyeless deer?
No eye deer!
Round Two!
by Rick Wright

June 4 – SUNDAY – 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
ANNUAL MEETING
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park, Charles County
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640

Faced with a confusing shrike one day, I
sought the opinion of a nearby grasshopper:
Northern or loggerhead?

Potluck Lunch ……….......................................... 1:00 – 2:15
Welcome …………………………………………… 2:15 – 2:30
Award Presentations and Elections ………..……. 2:30 – 3:00
Bird Walk …………………………………………… 3:00 – 4:00

His response: “Hmm, not sure. I’m on the
fence with this one.”

Bring your family, friends, and a favorite dish and join us at this beautiful
setting overlooking the Potomac River. Chapman State Park is part of a
2254 acre site purchased in 1998 by the state of Maryland to save this
treasure from development. Come and enjoy the miles of trails winding
through woods and along marsh trails. This Important Bird Area offers
fabulous flora and fauna. The 1840 Mount Aventine manor house will
also be open, the other big treasure at this location.
June 23 – FRIDAY – 2:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FIELD TRIP
Patuxent River Park – Jug Bay, Prince George’s County
16000 Croom Airport Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
“OSPREY BANDING TRIP”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Greg Kearns
If you have never been lucky enough to experience this beautiful park
and see Osprey chicks up close and personal do not hesitate now! Greg
Kearns, park naturalist, is one of the best in his field and provides a
very entertaining, fact-filled fun outing. Feel free to come early to have
a picnic lunch. Ages: 12 to adult, under 18 must be accompanied by an
adult. Maximum of 14 people. Cost: $20/person, payable the day of,
in cash. Pre-register with Lynne at 301-751-8097 or somdaudubon@
yahoo.com (email or text preferred).

Confusing Shrike
Photo by Rick Wright

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

2016-2017 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic - 301.283.6317
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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