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I love it when plans come together! This year Earth Day is April 22, and the
theme is Protect Our Species. We know that human activity is directly linked to
the unprecedented global destruction and rapid reduction of plant and wildlife
populations: climate change, deforestation, habitat loss, trafficking and poaching,
unsustainable agriculture, pollution and pesticides to name a few. We have known
this for a long time and yet we still have to battle fake science and groups that do
not want to acknowledge the delicate balance of our planet and the havoc that our
actions cause.

SMAS Supports Buffers! Good for
Political action and civic participation is as important now as it was in 1970. That
Birds!
year of the first Earth Day also launched the Environmental Protection Agency and
robust environmental laws such as the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species
The Eastern Population of
Whooping Cranes Now Totals 100 Act, among many. Earth Day is now a global event each year, and we believe that
more than 1 billion people in 192 countries now take part in what is the largest civicEarth History And The Passerine focused day of action in the world. This year Earth Day is asking us to do the following:
Superradiation

Field Trips and Programs

•
•
•
•

http://somdaudubon.org/

Educate and raise awareness about the accelerating rate of extinction of
millions of species and the causes and consequences of this phenomenon.

Achieve major policy victories that protect broad groups of species as well
as individual species and their habitats.
Build and activate a global movement that embraces nature and its values.

Encourage individual actions such as adopting a plant based diet and stopping pesticide and herbicide use.

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society would like to ask its members to embrace
these goals. We have scheduled several events on Sunday, April 21. Embrace nature by
joining us for a bird walk from 8 am – 10 am at the Port Tobacco River Park, home of
our Charles County Bald Eagles Chandler and Hope and their new additions PT1 and
PT2, or for invasive plant removal at Chapel Point State Park 10:30 am – 12:30 am, or
both! SMAS again has joined with our friends, the Port Tobacco River Conservancy,
for these events. And speaking of friends, the Calvert Nature Society also has an Earth
Day event planned, Earth Day Crafts. See their website at www.calvertparks.org.
The celebrations continue in St. Mary’s County. Please join our board member and
field trip coordinator David Moulton at Sotterley Plantation from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. - a
beautiful location to make you appreciate our Earth! We are trying to raise awareness

Continued on page 2
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about our local habitats – especially their fragility and need
of protection.

SMAS Supports Buffers! Good for Birds!

Speaking of protecting our species, this year’s theme for
World Migratory Bird Day - May 11 - is Protect Birds: Be
the Solution to Plastic Pollution. This theme is selected
by a team of biologists and educators, with input from
the general public and WMBD host organizations. Plastic
pollution is a primary threat to birds across the globe. As
exposure to plastics increases, birds and their environments
are facing increasingly detrimental consequences. SMAS
has emphasized this topic too. Our March monthly meeting
program addressed plastic straws and the plastic pollution
in our waterways. Students from our two Maryland Ocean
Guardian schools, J. C. Parks ES and North Point HS, taught
our attendees about plastic pollution. SMAS has shared
educational resources with both schools to help them plan
activities in May about World Migratory Bird Day. Check out
their website at https://www.migratorybirdday.org/
How can you help? Join in on the many river shore trash
cleanups in our area, become an environmental advocate and
support legislative bans on plastic and harmful substances,
help to remove invasive species, landscape with native plants,
and recycle. The Earth Day goal of adopting a plant based diet
is a tough one for me – not sure which would be worse, no
crabs or no fried chicken!

So get with the program and join one of these plans! And don’t
forget, May 11 is also May Count. We need your help counting
birds! Monitoring bird populations is vital. It tells us what
is going on and how to focus or react to events that may be
detrimental to species. See our website and this newsletter
for a listing of May Count county coordinators. Please, help to
protect our species.

The Eastern Population of
Whooping Cranes Now Totals 100

Wednesday March 20, 2019
From “The Birding Wire” by Swarovski Optik

The reintroduced Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping
Cranes that nests in Wisconsin and winters in Florida has
reached the milestone of 100, including 45 females, 52 males,
and 3 cranes of undetermined sex. Since spring migration
has progressed, many of the rare cranes have been sighted
along the migration route, including 13 Whooping Cranes in
Illinois, 36 in Indiana, 9 in Kentucky, 3 in Tennessee, 14 in
Alabama, 3 in Georgia, and 5 were still in Florida.

Lynne Wheeler

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Michael Adams Sr., Indian Head
Suzin Anderson, La Plata
Peggy Arnold, Huntingtown
Wyona Gleske, Mechanicsville
Kimberly Harris, Prince Frederick
Christine Hill, Huntingtown
Marlene Johnson, Cobb Island
Michael McNiff, Huntingtown
Mary Proctor, Clinton
Mary Rice, La Plata
Joan L. Sampson, Lusby

All or most of this population of cranes will soon return to
Wisconsin during the nesting season. Some individuals of
this Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes may
wander to a neighboring state during the summer, because
this species does not begin nesting until their third or fourth
year, and non-breeding sub-adults are known to wander
before they mature to nesting age. It’s especially interesting
to see how this Eastern Population has prospered and
increased, and it will be interesting to monitor the nesting
season ahead.

Corrigendum
In the “There Were Giants” article by David Gibson. First,
there was no hyperlink to the blog sponsor, the Elizabeth
River Project: www.elizabethriverproject.org
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To see the report on the spring migration stopover sites
and the locations of individual cranes of the Eastern
Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes, you can refer to
https://www.savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-easternpopulation-update-march-2019/

Two Billion Birds Migrate Along the
Gulf of Mexico!

Earth History And The Passerine Superradiation
Carl H. Oliveros, et al. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences
Apr 2019, 201813206; DOI: 10.1073/pnas.1813206116

Wednesday April 3, 2019
From “The Birding Wire” by Swarovski Optik

Scientists calculate that more than two billion birds migrate
along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico each spring! Using data
from thousands of eBird contributors and 11 weather radar
stations provided exciting insights into the spring migration
of birds. The timing of peak spring migration was consistent
over 20 years along the 1,680-mile Gulf coastline, but the
researchers found that the 18-day period from April 19 to
May 7 was the most active. Not all locations were equally
busy, with key hotspots showing significantly higher levels of
activity.

Significance

Our understanding of the factors that affected the
diversification of passerines, the most diverse and
widespread bird order (Passeriformes), is limited. Here,
we reconstruct passerine evolutionary history and produce
the most comprehensive time-calibrated phylogenetic
hypothesis of the group using extensive sampling of the
genome, complete sampling of all passerine families, and a
number of vetted fossil calibration points. Our phylogenetic
results refine our knowledge of passerine diversity and yield
divergence dates that are consistent with the fossil record,
and our macroevolutionary analyses suggest that singular
events in Earth history, such as increases in Cenozoic global
temperature or the colonization of new continents, were not
the primary forces driving passerine diversification.

The radar data reveal when birds migrate and what routes they
take. “The highest activity, with 26,000 birds per kilometer
of airspace each night, was found along the west Texas Gulf
Coast,” said lead author Kyle Horton, a postdoctoral fellow at
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. “That region had 5½ times the
number of migrants detected compared with the central and
eastern Gulf Coast from Louisiana to Florida.” The data show
Corpus Christi and Brownsville as having the highest level of
migration traffic along the west coast of Texas.

Abstract

Avian diversification has been influenced by global
climate change, plate tectonic movements, and mass
extinction events. However, the impact of these factors
on the diversification of the hyperdiverse perching birds
(passerines) is unclear because family level relationships are
unresolved and the timing of splitting events among lineages
is uncertain. We analyzed DNA data from 4,060 nuclear
loci and 137 passerine families using concatenation and
coalescent approaches to infer a comprehensive phylogenetic
hypothesis that clarifies relationships among all passerine
families. Then, we calibrated this phylogeny using 13 fossils
to examine the effects of different events in Earth history on
the timing and rate of passerine diversification. Our analyses
reconcile passerine diversification with the fossil and
geological records; suggest that passerines originated on the
Australian landmass ∼47 Ma [million years ago]; and show
that subsequent dispersal and diversification of passerines
was affected by a number of climatological and geological
events, such as Oligocene glaciation and inundation of the
New Zealand landmass. Although passerine diversification
rates fluctuated throughout the Cenozoic, we find no link
between the rate of passerine diversification and Cenozoic
global temperature, and our analyses show that the increases
in passerine diversification rate we observe are disconnected
from the colonization of new continents. Taken together, these
results suggest more complex mechanisms than temperature
change or ecological opportunity have controlled macroscale
patterns of passerine speciation.

“We looked at data from thousands of eBird observers and
11 weather radar stations along the Gulf Coast from 1995 to
2015,” explained Dr. Horton. “We calculated that an average
of 2.1 billion birds crosses the entire length the Gulf Coast
each spring as they migrate north to their nesting ranges.
Until now, we could only guess at the overall numbers from
surveys done along small portions of the shoreline.”

eBird is the Cornell Lab’s worldwide online database for
reporting bird sightings. These sightings from birders helped
researchers translate their radar data into estimates of
migrating bird numbers. Weather radar detects birds in the
atmosphere in a standardized way over time and over a large
geographic area.
Knowing where and when peak migration takes place means
efforts can be made to turn off city lights and wind turbines,
which are known threats to migrating birds. Migration
timing is also critical for birds, and the information assessed
provides important baseline information that will allow
scientists to consider long-term implications of climate
change for migratory birds.
Information assessed about the timing, location, and
intensity of these bird migrations are published in the journal
Global Change Biology by biologists from the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology, the University of Oxford, the Smithsonian
Migratory Bird Center, the University of Delaware, and the
University of Oklahoma.

You can refer to the article in ScienceDaily, which also lists
the scientific paper, at https://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2019/01/190109110058.htm

To read the rest of the article, please click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/passerine-superradiation
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Alien Bird Species Can Help Native Plants Move
Around, Say Surprised Scientists

“I knew beforehand the dataset of this project had great
potential, but at that moment I started to realize that we
have a lot to learn from the Oahu case about what other
ecosystems may become if the high rates of extinctions and
invasions keep increasing during the Anthropocene,” Dr.
Vizentin-Bugoni said.

GrrlScientist
Evolutionary & behavioural ecologist, ornithologist &
science writer

Evolving together as a community is not necessary for nonnative species to fill critically important ecosystem roles,
such as dispersing seeds -- tasks originally performed by
now-extinct native species on the Hawaiian island of Oʻahu.

“We wanted to study this extreme novel ecosystem because
this can hopefully teach us about what may happen to many
communities as more and more species are introduced all
over the world and we wanted to aid in the conservation of
this amazing and unique place,” Professor Tarwater said.

Native bird species on the Hawaiian island of O‘ahu have been
almost completely wiped out and replaced by a mélange of
non-native birds from around the world, creating a neverbefore-seen type of ecosystem. As a result, the local plants
now depend almost entirely on introduced species to disperse
their seeds, according to a pioneering study. Previous studies
reported that interactions between plants and animals are
especially vulnerable to extinctions or to introduced species.
But this surprising discovery highlights how ecological
communities dominated by non-native species can be just
as stable as native communities, with non-native species
carrying out critically important ecosystem functions.

Identifying who’s who in O‘ahu’s novel seed dispersal
networks

Traditionally, scientists sought to elucidate how mutuallybeneficial interactions actually work within a community
by focusing on native-dominated communities, where
relationships between plants and animals are complex,
having evolved over long time periods. But how do native
communities compare to novel communities composed of
non-native species that are popping up all around the world?
No one knows.

Hawai‘i is “the extinction capital of the world”

To address this complete lack of knowledge, Dr. VizentinBugoni and his collaborators investigated seed dispersal, an
important ecosystem role originally performed for millenia
on O‘ahu by a variety of now-extinct native bird species.

“[W]hen I first got to the island it was impressive to realize that
some places that look like a tropical forest have absolutely no
native species,” said community ecologist, Jeferson VizentinBugoni, a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and lead author of the groundbreaking
new study, in email.

To what extent are introduced bird species integrated into
local plant seed dispersal networks? The team asked. Are
introduced seed-dispersing species filling ecological roles
previously performed by extinct natives?

“When I joined the project I knew the ‘Hawaiian Islands are
known as both the extinction and invasive species capitals of
the world’,” Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni added.

Collecting the data was straightforward, although timeconsuming: Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni and his collaborators
identified more than 100,000 seeds in poop samples collected
from birds at seven sites across Oʻahu. Together, these sites
encompassed the broad environmental variation across the
island.

“[T]here is no other environment like Hawaii,” said study coauthor Corey Tarwater, an assistant professor of zoology at
the University of Wyoming, in email. “You have this isolated
archipelago that is more than 3000 km from the nearest
continental land mass and is home to many endemic species.
Despite representing only 0.2% of the land area of the U.S.,
almost one-third of the species on the U.S. Endangered and
Threatened Species list are in Hawaii.”

“We collected 3,278 fecal samples from 21 bird species,” said
Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni.
That is a lot of poop.

According to the American Bird Conservancy, 95 of Hawai‘i’s
142 bird species were driven extinct on this island archipelago
since humans arrived (more here) sometime between
124 and 1120 AD. Currently, 33 of Hawai‘i’s remaining 44
endemic birds are included on the Endangered Species Act,
although ten of those have not been seen for decades and are
probably extinct, too.

Native Hawaiian plants have fared similarly. More than 100
plant taxa have already been driven extinct, and over 200
species have 50 or fewer representatives remaining in the
wild, according to Hawai‘i’s Division of Forestry and Wildlife.
Officially, 366 of Hawai‘i’s plant taxa are listed as Endangered
or Threatened by Federal and State governments, and an
additional 48 species are proposed to be listed as Endangered.
“Then you have introduced species from almost every
continent and this mix of native species and non-native
species from all over are interacting with each other and
forming new communities,” Professor Tarwater added.

“Yes, it was a LOT of poop,” agreed Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni.
How did they know which bird made which poop?

“Each bird was placed in a paper bag for a few minutes and
‘voilà’, most of them leave a sample in the bag, which we then
label and take to the lab to see which seeds are in the sample,”
Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni explained. The poop samples, which
were collected over a period of three years, were visually
examined under stereoscopes and the 109,424 viable seeds
they contained were sorted and identified.
“We have reference libraries we work from and for some rare
seeds, we had to contact local experts to identify the seeds,”
Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni said.

Continued on page 5
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2019 Field Trips and Programs

Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni and his collaborators found that O‘ahu’s
seed dispersal network included 15 bird and 44 plant species
connected by 112 distinct links.

April 19 – FRIDAY – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
“Barn Owls and Burgers”
SPECIAL EVENT FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, southern Charles County
Youths especially welcome!
LEADER: Mike Callahan.
A different kind of B&B! Come and enjoy a picnic dinner prior
to helping our Raptor Conservation Committee chair Mike
check a Barn Owl nest box, and hopefully band nestling owls.
This trip takes place on private property in southern Charles
County. The location and directions will be given when you
contact Mike to register and reserve your spot. This event
fills up rapidly. This event has a small $5 fee, the proceeds go
toward raptor conservation projects in Southern Maryland.
Please bring your own reusable plate, mug, and utensils. RSVP
to Mike at raptorsrulemc@gmail.com or 240-765-5192.

By meticulously documenting these seed dispersal networks,
Dr. Vizentin-Bugoni and his collaborators found they are
comprised almost exclusively of non-native birds (86.7%)
and plants (65.9%), and that 93.3% of dispersal events were
introduced plants. Surprisingly, the team did not record any
interactions between a native bird and a native plant.
“Because all native fruit-eating birds are extinct on Oahu,
we knew chances were low that we’d find native birds
consuming native seeds,” said study co-author, Jinelle Sperry,
a wildlife biologist for the U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Center and an adjunct professor at University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, in email.
“But to have caught that many birds over three years and not
have found a single native interaction is pretty astounding.”
Non-native birds prefer to eat fruits of non-native plants

April 21 – SUNDAY
EARTH DAY SPECIAL EVENTS
Protect Our Species

“Even though we did find some invasive birds eating native
plants, the vast majority of interactions are between invasive
birds and invasive plants,” Professor Tarwater said.

Earth Day 2019 is Monday, April 22. This year the focus will
be to Protect Our Species. Join us in helping to protect our
native plant species with invasive plant removal, and learn
about the importance of bird habitat and declining species.
Please check our website for other events that may have been
added throughout southern Maryland.

“These birds are really flexible in what they’ll consume, but
across sites, they’re primarily eating invasive plant species,”
Dr. Sperry agreed.

Nevertheless, non-native birds are not a perfect fit for
their new role, having been present for only one hundred
years or less, suggesting that the native plant community is
undergoing seismic shifts.

April 21 - SUNDAY - 8 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
Come and join us as we enjoy looking for migrating birds,
check on our eagle nest, and spring ephemerals. RSVP to
Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097
(prefer text).

“Many Hawaiian communities now lack birds with the
appropriate beak shapes or sizes to consume seeds of certain
native plants. Those plants are out of luck with regards
to dispersal,” said co-author, community ecologist Jason
Gleditsch, a doctoral student at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

April 21 - SUNDAY – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Chapel Point State Park, Charles County
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
All hands on deck! Help with invasive plant removal. The S
MD Audubon Society and the Port Tobacco River Conservancy
are helping to protect our native plant species by removal of
invasive plants. Come help and celebrate Earth Day. Gloves
provided. RSVP to Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or
301-751-8097 (prefer text).

“So birds play a ‘double-edged sword’ role for conservation:
while the native plants need these invasive birds to disperse
their seeds since they are the only dispersers out there, these
birds are also dispersing lots of invasive plants,” Professor
Tarwater explained.
To read the rest of the article, please click on this link:
https://tinyurl.com/alien-bird-species

Sketch by Carrie Staples

April 21 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“What’s Soaring at Sotterley”
Leader(s): David Moulton
Kick off Earth Day week with a birdwalk at this scenic and
historic Patuxent River property as the annual surge of
5

Continued on page 6

PRINCE GEORGE’S: Fred Fallon (401-286-8152),
fwfallon@gmail.com)
ST. MARY’S: Tyler Bell (301-862-4623),
jtylerbell@yahoo.com)

migrating birds begins throughout St. Mary’s County. Nesting
Bald Eagles, migrating warblers, meadowlarks, woodpeckers
and waterfowl can all be found via Sotterley’s extensive
new trail system. From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road,
turn right through the gates to the gravel parking lot on the
Sotterley historic property. RSVP at moulton.davidh@gmail.
com or 240-278-4473.

May 18 – SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP – NEW!
American Chestnut Land Trust, Calvert County
676 Double Oak Road, Prince Frederick, MD 20678
“Warblers and Spring Migration”
Leader: Judy Ferris and Jan Degeneffe
Join us for one of our dazzling nature gems in Calvert County!
ACLT, located just minutes from Prince Frederick, has 22 miles
of trails across a 3,000 acre preserve. Explore this spectacular
property via woodland paths in search of warblers and other
neotropical songbirds. Bird migration will be strong, but
so will the flood of breeding birds singing to establish and
defend nesting territories. Depending on trail conditions, we
may hike 2-3 miles. Muddy spots and insects are possible.
Meet at the parking lot at the American Chestnut Land Trust
Office. DIRECTIONS: From Route 4 in Prince Frederick, turn
east onto Dares Beach Road/MD 402 (opposite Safeway). Go
straight thru round-about. Continue 2.4 miles to Double Oak
Road. Turn right onto Double Oak Road. Continue 1.5 miles
to a signed gate and a dirt road on the left. Turn left onto the
dirt road. Continue 0.4 miles to gravel parking area. RSVP to
Judy at jferris11@gmail.com or 410-474-0368.

April 27 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s Co
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“Birding 101”
Leader(s): Judy Ferris and Margarita Rochow
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you
tired of wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you
want to get better at knowing what birds you are seeing?
Birding 101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk
the walk, the better you become! The Elms Environmental
Education Center offers great habitat for birds. Your leaders
will share helpful identification pointers such as: bird bill and
facial markings, plumage details, field marks, flight patterns,
sound, behavior, and habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn
about birding apps too. The address is 49300 St. James Road,
Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south, left onto St. James
Church Road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will see the
sign for the Elms Environmental Education Center. We will
meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the right 100 yards
before the gate. Do not drive past the gate. RSVP to Judy
at jferris11@gmail.com or 410-474-0368.

May 31 - FRIDAY – 9:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
SPECIAL EVENT FIELD TRIP
Flag Ponds, Calvert County
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
“Nighttime Horseshoe Crab Adventure at Flag Ponds”
Leader: Andy Brown
The horseshoe crab is one of nature’s miracles, and their
eggs fuel the amazing migration of shorebirds! Want to see
horseshoe crabs spawning on the beach by moonlight? Join
us for this unique chance at water’s edge. Bring flashlights,
wear comfortable walking shoes that can get wet. Meet
at Flag Ponds gate. RSVP to Andy at Andrew.Brown@
calvertcountymd.gov or 443-624-3687.

May 1 – WEDNESDAY – 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 				
Charles Soil Conservation District, Charles County
4200 Gardiner Road, Waldorf, MD 20601
“Get Smart – APPropriate Birding”
MIKE CALLAHAN, SMAS Raptor Conservation Chair,
Environmental Educator and
TIM WELLS, SMAS Director, Charles SCD Conservation
Engineer
Get smart with your smart phone with APPropriate birding.
Come learn how to participate in citizen
science
with
birding and nature apps. No smart phone? That’s o.k. we
will talk about computer software too. Be prepared for some
outdoor exploration, followed by indoor discussion. Light
refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m. Public invited. Free
event. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler at somdaudubon@yahoo.
com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).
MAY 11 – SATURDAY – ALL DAY
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, and St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always needed and appreciated from all. This is a great
way to learn and improve your bird identification skills! The
county coordinators for you to contact are as follows:
CALVERT: Sherman Suter (401-586-1073),
sjsuter29@verizon.net)
CHARLES: Lynne Wheeler (301-751-8097),
somdaudubon@yahoo.com)

Horseshoe Crabs
Photo by Bill Hubick
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island,
Audubon Camp in Maine.






Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Adopt-a-Raptor

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly
from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

Foster Parents Needed!
Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________



Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter
The Osprey:
___ Email me a link to download the pdf,
___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email
address is:
____________________________________________.
_______No thank you, please mail me a paper copy.

Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:
 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon
Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans
Road, MD 20616.

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.
Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

Mail To:

2018-2019 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Margarita Rochow - 240.577.1748
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

