
The Osprey 
Newsletter of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society

SEPTEMBER 2019     VOLUME 54, ISSUE 1

http://somdaudubon.org/

1

In This Issue

A Home For Old Field Guides

Hummingbird Battle Royale!

Warblers and Spring Migration

2019 World Series Of Birding 
Results

Upcoming Events

Florida Scrub-Jay
Photo by Tiffany Farrell

President’s Perch

Hello, fellow bird enthusiasts and conservationists! Welcome to the new program year 
for the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. In June, members elected a dynamic team 
of board members and officers. Many of us have been active in SMAS for a while, but---
thanks to our Past President Lynne Wheeler---there are also new faces, including Tracey 
Stuller and Elena Gilroy. It is a great honor to serve as president among my birding mentors 
and friends. What a joy it will be to collaborate with all of you—members and officers 
alike---as we promote birds, education, and conservation. 

Speaking of which, a great fall season lies ahead! Our field trip coordinator, David 
Moulton, has planned an array of outdoor experiences, including fall migration outings 
at beautiful parks like Point Lookout and Calvert Cliffs. Check out exciting new field 
programs as well. One combines birding with butterfly and dragonfly ID (September 7), 
while another explores a private property at Drum Point, Calvert County (September 21). 
Come out and join us! Everyone, from beginners to expert birders, is welcome on any trip. 
Birding 101 (October 19) with Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow is especially tailored 
for youths and other budding birders.

All summer Georgiana Klesh and Lynne Wheeler have been organizing our new Audubon 
Adventure fundraiser---an evening cruise from Solomons, complete with food and drink, 
to bid farewell to our migrating Osprey (September 21). Please see inside for ticket details. 
Sign up soon because space is limited on the vintage fishing vessel, the Half Shell. Fun on 
the water awaits!

The speaker series is varied, too, with experts on Soras, local sea-level rise, land 
preservation at military sites, and finally the breeding bird atlas project. If you don’t see 
something you’d like, let us know! We are here for you---our members. Do you have a 
suggestion for speakers or field trips? Is there a topic you’d like to learn about? Are there 
special needs we should be addressing? Would you like to become more involved? Please 
send your ideas to me at somdaudubon@yahoo.com.

Finally, as the days begin to shorten and children get ready 
for a new school year, I have to ask: what did you do this 
summer? Did you see any new birds or bird behavior? Write 
a story for The Osprey and share your experiences, or tell 
us about them at the next monthly meeting (September 4). 
I went to Florida and saw my first Florida Scrub-Jays---and 
they found me, too! 

In social media, my handle is usually Tiffy Bird or Tiffy 
Birdy. Here I will sign off another way: For the birds!

                                                                         Tiffany Farrell

SMAS President Tiffany Farell 
with Florida Scrub-Jay

mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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A Home For Old Field Guides
by Jane Kostenko

The Calvert Marine Museum hopes to offer some birding as-
sistance to CMM visitors, staff, and volunteers and you can 
help! Do you have an extra, older, out-of-date field guide that 
you don’t use any more? It doesn’t need to be in great condi-
tion, since it will just be loaned out at the front desk at CMM. 
If you’d like to pass a field guide along, please bring it to the 
October 2 meeting at Asbury in Solomons when Tyler Bell will 
collect them. (You can also bring it to the September 4 meeting 
at Kings Landing, but you’ll want to give it to incoming president 
Tiffany Farrell, who will hold it for the next month to pass along 
to Tyler.) Thanks in advance! If, by chance, we receive too many 
donations, we will pass extras along to various groups that might 
include local 4-H clubs, the library at Asbury, public schools that 
participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count, etc.

Easy Lifer!
 by Jeff Manor

Traveling through South Dakota, I stopped into a ranger station 
in Ft. Pierre. The ranger on duty informed me of an unusual 
visitor in the area, a Yellow-billed Loon. She gave me a general 
idea of where to find the loon. As we prepared to leave, the head 
ranger told my wife and me that he was heading to lunch and 
would be happy to show us where the bird was. He loaded up 
his spotting scope into his truck and took us out right where the 
bird was feeding. The loon was accompanied by two Common 
Loons, which gave us a good comparison for body and bill size. 
He also pointed out three other birds he figured weren’t common 
for an “east-coaster” to see (California Gull, Caspian Tern, and 
Franklin’s Gull). The Yellow-billed Loon was quite the treat 
considering its typical range is quite a bit north. The youngster 
probably didn’t feel like flying all the way to the Arctic regions 
when the Oahe Dam was churning up enough food for the loons 
and the gulls.

[Editor’s Note: to see some great pix of the Yellow-billed Loon, 
and others at this location, click on this link to another observer’s 
eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S58009260 ]

Bon Voyage
Osprey!

Join us for a sunset cruise aboard The Half Shell for

an evening of food, drinks, and merriment as we

wish our fish hawks a successful migration to their

southern homes.

 

Saturday, September 21, 2019, 5 - 7 pm

Half Shell Adventures

14624 Solomons Island Rd S, Solomons, MD 20688

 

Tickets: www.somdaudubon.org

   $50 individual $90 couple

 

 

Photo: Christina Ricchiuti-Dubin / www.packedsuitcase.com

Osprey Sponsor

Lexington Park

La Plata

Hummingbird Battle Royale!
by Bob Boxwell

A short note. Last year I was thrilled to have five hummingbirds 
at my office feeder at one time. This year I saw a re-enactment of 
the Battle Of Britain when five hummers engaged in aerial com-
bat. A sixth joined them a few minutes later. About five minutes 
after that the six returned and two buzzed in from opposite sides. 
So eight ruby-throats at one time. These birds don’t share as well 
as last year’s batch. I’ve only seen three on the feeder at once. 
Also several of the birds were smaller, so I’m pretty sure I have 
some family groups going here. Time to refill!

[Editor’s Note: We’ve noticed more hummingbirds at our feeder 
at home. Have you? Drop me an email!]

Ancient Bird Foot Found In Amber
Has Bizarrely Long Toes

By Michael Greshko
PUBLISHED July 11, 2019

If you could time-travel to Myanmar 99 million years ago, you’d 
see forests aflutter with toothed cousins of modern birds called 
the enantiornithines. From the corner of your eye, one of these 
ancient fliers might resemble a modern sparrow—except for its 
bizarrely long toes, an adaptation never before seen in any bird, 
living or dead.

The newly described bird, Elektorornis chenguangi, was found 
entombed within less than six grams of amber, scientists report 
today in the journal Current Biology. The lump of fossilized tree 
resin preserves part of the bird’s right hindlimb, as the sap evi-
dently oozed onto the carcass. Though there are clear signs of 
decay—skin, frozen in time, is sloughing off the bone—the fossil 
also preserves the structure of the bird’s foot, including its ex-
traordinarily long middle toes.

If human hands had similar proportions to Elektorornis’ feet, our 
middle fingers would be more than 60 percent longer than our 
index fingers—proportions that are so bizarre, their function cur-
rently mystifies scientists.

To read the rest of this article, please click on this link
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2019/07/fossil-
bird-in-amber-has-unusually-long-toes/

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S58009260
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The Great Insect Dying: A global look
at a deepening crisis

by Jeremy Hance 
3 June 2019  -  Mongabay

Recent studies from Germany and Puerto Rico, and a global meta-
study, all point to a serious, dramatic decline in insect abundance. 
Plummeting insect populations could deeply impact ecosystems 
and human civilization, as these tiny creatures form the base of 
the food chain, pollinate, dispose of waste, and enliven soils.
- However, limited baseline data makes it difficult for scientists 
to say with certainty just how deep the crisis may be, though 
anecdotal evidence is strong. To that end, Mongabay is launching 
a four-part series — likely the most in-depth, nuanced look at 
insect decline yet published by any media outlet.
- Mongabay interviewed 24 entomologists and researchers on six 
continents working in over a dozen nations to determine what we 
know regarding the “great insect dying,” including an overview 
article, and an in-depth story looking at temperate insects in 
the U.S. and the European Union — the best studied for their 
abundance.
- We also utilize Mongabay’s position as a leader in tropical 
reporting to focus solely on insect declines in the tropics and 
subtropics, where lack of baseline data is causing scientists to 
rush to create new, urgently needed survey study projects. The 
final story looks at what we can do to curb and reverse the loss 
of insect abundance.

In recent months a debate over whether a global insect apocalypse 
is underway has raged in the mainstream media and among 
researchers. To assess the range of scientific opinion, Mongabay 
interviewed 24 entomologists and other scientists working on six 
continents, in more than a dozen countries, to better determine 
what we know, what we don’t, and, most importantly, what we 
should do about it. This is part one of a four-part exclusive series 
by Mongabay senior contributor Jeremy Hance. Read Part II, 
“Vanishing act in Europe and North America” here.

Dust stirred up by the wind turns a Kenyan sunset deep scarlet. 
Then, as day fades to night, millions, maybe billions, of insects, 
fly to the artificial lights of homes found at the edge of the bush. 
One of those residents is Dino Joseph Martins, and while his 
evidence is anecdotal, the entomologist is a highly qualified 
observer. Martins has vivid recollections of a time when the 
abundance of insects swirling around the lights illuminating his 
outdoor dinner table were staggering.

“You would struggle to sit down to eat your supper because you 
would have endless beetles and [flying] things falling in your 
bowl of soup,” he said. Today, “that happens far less.” Now, 
dinner in the African bush may be a pleasanter affair, but it’s 
much more disquieting.

Martins, the executive director of the Mpala Research Center, was 
born and raised in Kenya. As a child, he recalls visiting forests 
during the wet season that were filled with “tens of thousands of 
butterflies and other things lining the paths and the roads.” He 
says you can still find the same kinds of insects in those same 
forests nowadays, “but in far, far fewer numbers.”

“I just wish we had collected [abundance] data more robustly 
earlier on, which we hadn’t done,” says Martins. This dearth 
of baseline data on insect abundance, everywhere around the 
globe, lies at the heart of an urgent question: is the great insect 
apocalypse underway, or not? And if it is, how bad is it, where is 
the crisis most acute, and how can we best respond?

“Now, of course, we should start,” Martins adds. “That’s where 
we are.”

To read the rest of the article, please click on this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yylpmeoe

Mongabay is a U.S.-based non-profit conservation and 
environmental science news platform.
© 2019 Copyright Conservation News

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Lewis Abbott, California
Vaughn E. Barkdoll, Owings
Kathy Babiak, Port Tobacco
Andrew Chovanes, Saint Inigoes
Lisa Dakes, Chesapeake Beach
Ann Davis, Nanjemoy
John Diaz, Bryans Road
Terry F Duke, Leonardtown
Gloria Groeger, La Plata
Pamela Hawkins, Solomons
Kate A. Heichler, Newburg
Rosalie Helm, Huntingtown
Kimberly Hennings, Hughesville
Diana Hetzlein, Waldorf
C Hill, Huntingtown
Barbara Hill, Port Tobacco
Peter Hughes, Lusby
Teresa Jones, La Plata
Ramona Johnson, Temple Hills
John Kelley, Suitland
Susan Lukas, La Plata
Richard McGrath, Waldorf
James Murphy, Temple Hills
Donald Packer, Mechanicsville
Lita Payerle, Cheltenham
Larry Peters, Accokeek
Ursula Robitaille, Leonardtown
Brenda Roozen, Fort Washington
Richard Ruest, Owings
Barbara Saffir, McLean
Jessica Schwenk, Chesapeake Beach
Hank Steinfeld, Hollywood
Leslie Taylor, Leonardtown
Debra Thompson, Leonardtown
Kareen Thompson, Mechanicsville
Joanne Wasson, Clinton
V Wisniewski, Prince Frederick
Brenda Wright, Accokeek

https://tinyurl.com/yylpmeoe
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Warblers and Spring Migration
American Chestnut Land Trust

May 18, 2019
by Judy Ferris

For the past 30 years, the American Chestnut Land Trust (ACLT) 
has worked with local and state governments as well as The 
Nature Conservancy to purchase and preserve 3,000 acres of land 
surrounding Governor’s Run and Parkers Creek watersheds. The 
land is managed by the ACLT for the enjoyment, education, and 
environmental benefit of the community.

On a perfect spring morning, twelve of us convened at the 
ACLT’s Parker’s Creek Preserve in search of warblers and other 
songbirds. After a brief discussion of the tools and skills associated 
with warbler hunting (good ears, patience, quick eyes, and even 
quicker binoculars) we set off on our treasure hunt. Our very first 
bird was a brilliant male Scarlet Tanager; sounding off from his 
favorite tree. Whatever that bird was saying, it was definitely 
working. A female Scarlet Tanager perched, mesmerized, nearby. 

The National Audubon Society has designated the ACLT’s 
Parker’s Creek Watershed as an ‘Important Bird Area’. Its rich 
variety of habitats counts Bald Eagles, warblers, Wood Ducks, 
thrushes, rails, and tanagers amongst its breeding bird species.

In a single morning, we birders were able to investigate only 
a small corner of this vast preserve. Our route followed the 
Double Oak Road Trail from the upland forests, to the shore 
of Parker’s Creek. A short side trip along the creek took us to 
a ferry which allows hikers to cross from one side of Parker’s 
Creek to the other! Much of our time was spent listening, in 
the cathedral-like stillness of the forest, to songbirds. Our list 
of birds seen and/or heard included American Redstarts, Indigo 
Bunting, Prothonotary Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Northern 
Parula, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, Bald Eagle, Cape May 
Warbler, and Canada Warbler. A total of 49 species, including 12 
warbler species. The group is to be congratulated on its stealth 
and patience as we sifted the dense foliage for the sights and 
sounds of birds!

Thanks to all of you for your spirit of adventure, enthusiasm, and 
hill-climbing abilities!

eBird checklist at this link: https://ebird.org/view/checklist/
S56455526

Don’t Turn Up Your Nose at Goldenrod!

First things first....Goldenrod does not cause hay fever. Many 
people forgo this wonderful plant because they are afraid it will 
aggravate their hay fever symptoms. This long-standing garden 
myth is simply not true. Solidago’s, aka Goldenrod’s, pollen is 
too heavy to float in the air.

Solidago is Super!

- Provides gorgeous yellow color in the mid to late autumn 

- This native plant is loved by butterflies, hummingbirds and 
other pollinators. It is especially loved by Monarch butterflies. 
Goldenrod is a particularly important source of fall nectar 

- Almost too easy to grow! Plant in full sun to partial shade; 
drought tolerant once established

- Some varieties are more vigorous than others - if you have a 
smaller space try a dwarf variety such as Golden Fleece, Golden 
Rockets or Little Miss Sunshine

- Marvelous flower for cutting for arrangements

https://www.stadlergardencenters.com/blog/dont-turn-up-your-
nose-at-goldenrod

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society is sponsoring 
Elizabeth Daniel (a.k.a. Lizzie) in her quest for the title of 
Queen Nicotina at the 96th annual Charles County Fair this 
September. Lizzie is the daughter of SMAS members Will 
and Julie Daniel. Lizzie has lived in Charles County all her 
life and is a rising senior at Thomas Stone High School in 
Waldorf. The SMAS Board of Directors agreed to sponsor 
Lizzie because of her high scholastic achievements and 
her involvement in numerous school and community 
activities. If you are at the fair anytime from September 
12th to September 15th please be on the lookout for Queen 
Nicotina and her court.

Prothonotary Warbler
Photo by Bill Hubick

https://www.acltweb.org/
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S56455526
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S56455526
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September 4 – Wednesday – 7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Kings Landing Park, Calvert County 
3255 Kings Landing Rd, Huntingtown, MD 20639
“Soras on the Patuxent River: Banding, Telemetry and 
DNA Studies”
GREG KEARNS, Naturalist, MNCPPC, Patuxent River Park
Greg’s interest in the secret life of Sora Rails began in 1987 
at Jug Bay and led to ground-breaking research that found 
answers to migration questions through improved trapping 
techniques (banding more than 4,000 rails), digital sound 
lures, and radio telemetry. Now, 20 years later, Greg restarted 
the Sora telemetry migration research with new “Motus” 
technology after receiving grants from the Cove Pt. Natural 
Heritage Trust and other private and government entities. 
Also, research was initiated using new less invasive DNA 
methods from blood samples to create a method to sex the 
birds accurately. Greg will share his slides and discoveries 
so far in two seasons of field work and where it might go in 
the future. Light refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. Free event. Inquiries to Tiffany Farrell at 
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-609-1345 (prefer text). 

September 7 – SATURDAY – 8:00 pm –12 noon
FIELD TRIP – NEW!! 
Port Tobacco River Park and Cedar Point WMA                   
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“Butterflies, Dragonflies and Birds Bio Blitz”   
Leader(s): Randy Pheobus, Tiffany Farrell, and
Lynne Wheeler
Butterflies and Dragonflies are prevalent in late summer, and 
the fields at both locations will yield multiple species. Randy, 
founder of Native Grassland Conservancy, will help us hunt 
for all flying fauna. He will also talk about the importance of 
preserving native habitat and biodiversity by restoring native 
plant communities. Bring your binoculars, butterfly net, 
smart apps, field guides, and/or camera! Let’s see how many 
species we can document. Itinerary: 8 – 9:45 Port Tobacco 
River Park, 10 – 12:00 Cedar Point Wildlife Management Area 
(9761 Blossom Point Road, Welcome, MD 20693). To register 
email Tiffany Farrell at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or (301) 609-1345 (prefer text).

2019 World Series Of Birding Results

Yesterday, May 11, 22 Maryland youth returned from the World 
Series of Birding in Cape May, NJ. Competing in every youth 
division, the 5 Maryland teams all won their categories, basically 
sweeping every possible category.

The High School Division YMOS Marsh Gigglers, captained by 
Daniel Irons, won their division with an amazing 209 species 
found in 24 hours, topping the 2nd place team by 48 species. Their 
score was also the top score of the day, adult teams included. The 
rest of the team included Aaron Graham, Patrick Newcombe, 
Oliver Patrick, and Jonathan Irons. The adult division was won 
by the Cornell Redheads, headed up by Alex Wiebe, a YMOS 
“graduate”. We continue to be so proud of Alex, who still holds 
the all-time youth record.

The Middle School YMOS Scope Owls won their division with 
155 species found in their 3 AM – 10 PM time frame, actually 
getting all their species without even leaving Cape May County. 
This was 33 species more than the adult winner of the Cape May 
County Division. Max Ramey captained that team, which also 
included Aaron Reb, Ethan Green, Forrest Baublitz, and Gabe 
Evans.

The Elementary Division was a runaway for the YMOS 
Peakakapo Kites, captained by Nara Anusonti-Inthra, as they 
found 105 species in their 5 AM – 8 PM time frame. Nara was 
joined by her brother Tyme, Alina Ramey, Annie Evans, and 
Rodney the Bear. Annie was the youngest person ever to compete 
in the World Series.

YMOS had 2 teams competing in the Carbon Free Division, 
and they tied for 1st with 135 species found, a new WSB record 
for that division. I saw one of the teams pedaling through the 
secondary sand dunes at 4:30 AM to get ready for their 5 AM 
start. The Pedaling Petrels [who biked a total of 51 miles in 
their quest] were captained by Joshua Heiser and included Josie 
Kalbfleisch, Keely Ferrando, and Tully Hochhausler. The YMOS 
Cycling Swifts were captained by Jack Hutchison and included 
Nathan Tea and Hannes Leonard.

Special thanks need to go out to the coaches (Wayne Bell, Jerald 
Reb, Alan Green, and Mike Irons) and the drivers (Chad Baublitz, 
Mike Irons, Bryan Newcombe, and Phuriwat Anusonti-Inthra). 
What was truly amazing was the incredible parent support team. 
Ann Daniels, Stella Tea, Jean Palanuwech, Nicole and Tom 
Ramey, Paul Evans, Kevin Reb, plus numerous others behind 
the scenes made this all work. Maryland literally invaded New 
Jersey with over 40 people. This was really a team effort.

We could gloat about winning every category at an event that 
had students from throughout the East Coast, but that is not what 
I’ll remember. I never once heard a student wondering if they 
might win. All teams had set a goal and, in some cases, had spent 
months planning strategies and working on bird identification. 
What I did see that gave us an “unfair advantage” was that our 5 
teams were in fact one. Show me another “competition” where 
you’d find an 18-year old and a 6-year old working side-by-
side to get ready … learning, sharing scouting information, and 
supporting the efforts of all. The news tends to focus on the worst 
of society today, but I defy anyone to mingle with this group 

2019 Field Trips and Programs

of young people and not feel optimistic about the future as well 
as the fate of the environment. While the World Series is billed 
as a competition, it is in fact a celebration of the beauty and 
diversity of nature. The elementary team was asked where their 
team name, the Peakakapo Kites, came from. I absolutely had 
nothing to do with it. They combined the names of 3 species: 
The Peacock for its beauty, the Kakapo for is rarity, and the Snail 
Kite for its adaptability. We all got a chance to see many beautiful 
and rare birds, and, while there is much talk about environmental 
degradation, we all got to see that there is more right than wrong 
with the natural world.

In gratitude for your support -- George Radcliffe

mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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September 14 - SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Point Lookout State Park, St. Mary’s County 
11175 Point Lookout Road, Scotland, MD 20687
“MIGRATION ON THE POINT” 
Leader: Tyler Bell 
Join us at Southern Maryland’s premier birding hotspot as fall 
migrants funnel south to cross the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Potomac River. Loblolly pines, mixed hardwoods, beaches, 
marshes and broad water views regularly deliver a wide 
variety of species and occasional rarities. From Lexington 
Park drive south on Rte. 235 for 13 miles. Go left on Rte. 5 for 
5 miles to the end. Meet leader at park entrance parking lot. 
Fee area. RSVP to Tyler at jtylerbell@yahoo.com or
301-862-4623.

September 15 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Calvert Cliffs State Park, Calvert County
10540 H.G. Trueman Road, Lusby, MD 20657
“FALL MIGRATION”
Leaders: Judy Ferris and Jan Degeneffe 
Wooded habitat and wetland attracts a variety of songbirds. 
Expect to see resident birds as well as immature and adult 
Neotropical migrants. Great spot for warblers.  Wide trail 
through forest adjacent to creek and wetland. Take Rt. 2/4 
south of Prince Frederick for about 14 miles. Follow signs to 
the park. Meet leaders in parking lot. Facilities and fee, 3 mile 
round trip. RSVP to Judy at jferris11@gmail.com or
410-474-0368. 

September 21 - SATURDAY - 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Drum Point, Calvert County
“CHESAPEAKE BAY BIRDS ON LAND AND WATER”
Leader: Judy Ferris
Drum Point sits astride the confluence of the Patuxent River 
and the Chesapeake Bay. The habitat is varied, with dense 
pine groves, beachfront and a fresh water pond. The views 
of open water east across the Bay and south across the river 
mouth offer opportunities to identify a variety of water birds. 
Brown-headed Nuthatches have been fount in the pines, 
and other land birds are naturally funneled down the point 
on their migration south. Location is private. RSVP required 
by Thursday, 9/19. Directions to the meeting point will be 
shared when you RSVP to Judy Ferris at jferris11@gmail.com 
or 410-474-0368

September 22 – SUNDAY - 8 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP 
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County 
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“BIRDING THE FIELDS AND TRAILS OF SOTTERLEY” 
Leader: David Moulton
Join us for a fall excursion to this scenic and historic Patuxent 
River property. Bald Eagles, migrant songbirds and lingering 
meadowlarks and sparrows can be found via Sotterley’s 
trails and river views. Directions: From Rt. 235, go north 
on Sotterley Road; turn right through gates to the Sotterley 
Plantation visitors’ center parking lot. RSVP to David at 
moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

October 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
Asbury Solomons Island Community Center Auditorium, 
Calvert County
11100 Asbury Circle, Solomons, MD 20688
“Sea Level Rise: Projections for MD”
JENNIFER DOPKOWSKI, Management and Policy Analyst, 
U.S. Dept of Commerce, NOAA, OAR. Climate Program Office 
and WILL HAGER, Environmental Planner II, Calvert County 
Planning & Zoning
The National Climate Assessment released in November tells 
us that sea levels along the Mid-Atlantic coast are rising three 
to four times higher than the global average, and flooding due 
to high tides and storm surges is occurring more frequently. 
What does this mean for southern MD? Come join us for a 
very informative presentation from NOAA and how our 
local Calvert County government planning and zoning office 
is planning for areas of concern.. Light refreshments and 
mingling start at 7 p.m. Public invited. Free event. Inquiries 
to Tiffany Farrell at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or
301-609-1345. 
 
October 6 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Cove Point Beach and Marsh, Calvert County
Exact location and directions given upon reservation
“SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader: Bob Boxwell
Cove Point beach and marsh is a unique habitat on the 
Western shore of the Chesapeake Bay. A living shoreline 
project is helping to restore the fresh water marsh from salt 
water incursion. We will target sparrows, marsh inhabitants 
and migrants. This is a restricted area and we are limited to 
ten guests. RSVP by September 29th to Bob at
bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 410-610-5124.

October 19 – SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP – YOUTH WELCOME!
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BIRDING 101”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow 
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Are you tired of wondering, 
“What bird is that?” Do you want to get better at knowing 
what birds you are seeing? Birding 101 is the field trip for 
you! The more you walk the walk, the better you become! 
The location at the Elms Environmental Education Center 
offers a great habitat for birds. Bob and Margarita will point 
out helpful identification points, such as bird bill and facial 
markings, plumage details, field marks, flight patterns, sound, 
behavior, and habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn about 
birding apps too. Directions: 49300 St James Road, Dameron, 
MD 20628. Take Rte. 235 south, then left onto St. James 
Church road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will see the sign 
for the Elms Environmental Education Center. Take the road 
to the end and go through the gates. Meet at the education 
center. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 
410-610-5124. 

mailto:jtylerbell@yahoo.com
mailto:jferris11@gmail.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:bobboxwell@hotmail.com
mailto:Bobboxwell@hotmail.com
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of 
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum 
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey, 
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels 
become available each year for adoption.  Your donation will be 
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation 
projects such as:

        Barn Owl Nest Boxes       Osprey Nesting Platforms
        Kestrel Nest Boxes           Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt 
more than one:

 � Osprey, $10 each                                       Total Amount:_____
 � Barn Owl, $25 each                                   Total Amount:_____
 � Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each           Total Amount:_____
 � American Kestrel, $35 each              Total Amount:_____ 

 � General Donation to Raptor Fund      Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:

• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of 
the banding.

• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species.

• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on 
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the 
certificate:___________________________________________

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Mail To:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support 
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern 
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, 
Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon 
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s 
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be 
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly 
from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter 
The Osprey:

 �  ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, 
 ___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email 
address is: 
____________________________________________.   
_______No thank you, please mail  me a paper copy. 

 

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans 
Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2019-2020 Officers
President, Tiffany Farrell - 301.609.1345 

Vice-President, Margarita Rochow  - 240.577.1748
Treasurer, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931

Secretary, Julie Simpson - 301.743.9243

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick
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