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Happy New Year to our SMAS members and friends!  January 1, 2020 marks the start 
of the Maryland and DC Breeding Bird Atlas 3 project. As part of this five-year effort, 
we encourage folks of all levels to help us observe and document breeding birds in 
southern Maryland. Coordinator Gabriel Foley kicked off the project with a great 
presentation for SMAS in early December. If you were unable to attend, please check 
out the new website at https://ebird.org/mddcbba3/about for more details. I am excited 
to study this fascinating part of bird behavior! 

Speaking of volunteering in the field, I must convey our deep thanks to everyone who 
came out over the holidays to support Audubon’s 120th Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 
It takes a little while for National Audubon Society to crunch the numbers and issue a 
report, but if you’d like to see CBC population trends for your favorite birds, a great 
resource is available online right now. “Where Have All the Birds Gone?” can be found 
at  https://www.audubon.org/conservation/where-have-all-birds-gone. For example, I 
checked the trends map by state/province for the American Goldfinch. As you might 
have guessed, these birds have decreased in Maryland, but the map shows we have 
lost these birds by about 0.53 % per year. That amounts to a big loss over time. A 
quick glance reveals that Maryland has experienced greater numbers of American 
Robins, Carolina Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds, and Wild Turkeys. But we have decreases 
in Carolina Chickadees, Killdeer, and Red-headed Woodpeckers. With this tool, you 
see all of North America, so a glance shows which states have reductions in a particular 
species and which have gained them. As a volunteer, I am gratified to know I have 
helped compile the data underlying this cool visual tool.

Your efforts to count birds matter! The results help scientists and bird advocates, 
legislators, and everyone who cares about our environment. February ushers in the last 
of our winter citizen-science events: the Great Backyard Bird Count. You can help by 
watching birds in your own yard for as little as 15 minutes from Friday, February 14 
through Monday, February 17. This is an easy, fun way for everyone—from kids to 
experts—to provide a snapshot of birds across the country. Learn more and report your 
observations at https://gbbc.birdcount.org/

Thank you for all you do … for the birds!
Tiffany Farrell

American Robin eggs hatching in nest
Photos by Tyler Bell
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Continued on page 3

Join In for Bald Eagle Nesting Season
by Lynne Wheeler

As you recover from all of the holiday treats and Christmas Bird 
Counts, now you can relax and enjoy the winter antics of Bald 
Eagles in Southern Maryland. We are so fortunate to have one of 
the largest concentrations of Bald Eagles in the lower 48 – and 
you can observe the upcoming nesting season easily a couple of 
ways.

Want to sit and watch in the toasty comfort of your home or 
office? Jump on and watch our local celebrities, Chandler and 
Hope, on the Port Tobacco River Park Bald Eagle nest camera. 
The fun has already started with “nestorations” otherwise called 
“stick wars”. It is highly entertaining to see them fuss over stick 
placement in the nest – and Hope always wins! This pair has been 
monitored for three years, successfully fledging two eaglets each 
season. We already see a nest cup forming, and will begin hosting 
limited hours with Moderators in the YouTube feed chat room 
starting January 28. Last year the first egg was laid on January 
31, and we were surprised to end up with three eggs. This is 
not an unusual occurrence in the Chesapeake Bay area – food 
supply is abundant. We watched two of the eggs hatch, one egg 
was non-viable, and our eaglets PT1 and PT2 were enjoyed by 
viewers from all over the world. Join us as we share our eagle 
passion and facts about this magnificent bird. Go to https://www.
charlescountyparks.com/parks/eagle-cam - the camera now has 
sound added, so turn up the volume in your house if you want to 
get your pets in a tizzy. Please join the chat room via the YouTube 
feed, too. We will post specific hours for the chat room and have 
a Moderator to answer questions.

Want to be more involved? Please become a Bald Eagle 
nest monitor. The Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership 
has many wonderful avian initiatives – and Bald Eagle nest 
monitoring is one of them. This is community science at its 
best. Why do we do this? State-funded surveys of Maryland’s 
Bald Eagle population were discontinued in 2005. Since then, 
the continuous threats from pollution (to Eagles and their food 
sources), increased frequency of violent storms (loss of Eagle 
nests), coastal development (increased disturbance near nest sites 
and loss of habitat), and degraded fish populations in various 
tidal watersheds (food sources for Eagles) all contribute to the 
compelling need for renewed monitoring of Bald Eagles in our 
state. The continued use of pesticides (such as carbofuran), and 
lead shot, pose an ongoing threat to eagles. As scavengers, eagles 
are susceptible to secondary poisoning when feeding on animals 
killed by carbofuran or gut piles from deer killed with lead shot. 
We need to do our part and keep an eagle eye out for our national 
bird.

We need to keep a record of all breeding eagles in our state, and 
ask that you report nests that are unknown to us so that we may 
add it to our database and include it in our future surveys. To 
report a nest go to https://marylandbirds.org/bald-eagle-nest-
monitoring - look on the map and see if the Bald Eagle nest you 
have found is already registered. If not follow the instructions to 
report the nest and if interested, you can become a monitor for 
the nest! It is an easy process, only requiring three visits, a simple 
recording of your findings. The website also features great facts 
about Bald Eagles – so join in the rapturous fun now! It is very 
eggciting!

Nesting Mississippi Kites in Calvert County

Around noon on June 5, 2019, Naturalist Gene Groshon, at Battle 
Creek Cypress Swamp Nature Center, noticed a Facebook post 
on Maryland Notable Bird Sightings. The individual posting was 
requesting assistance for identifying a raptor that was nesting in 
a tree near his house at Chesapeake Hills Golf Club in Lusby, 
Calvert County, Maryland. He indicated that the birds were 
extremely vocal. Luckily, he included a photo. Otherwise, it 
might have been dismissed as a Red-shouldered Hawk. The photo 
was that of an adult Mississippi Kite perched by a nest. Gene 
immediately reached out to inquire if the Calvert County Natural 
Resources Division staff could visit the site to verify the sighting. 
Within an hour, we were at the golf course meeting the observer 
and confirming that it was an actual nest site for Mississippi Kite. 
The female was in the nest the entire half hour we were observing 
it (presumably incubating). The male was observed hunting over 
one of the adjacent golf course ponds.

During our conversations with the gentleman, we discussed the 
significance of this record and the popularity it may attract with 
birders. He stated that he had received many “friend requests” 
already from people he did not know. So, he wisely decided to 
remove the posting from Facebook.

We returned on June 28 to observe the nest again and discovered 
that it contained 1 large chick that was ready to fledge. We 
observed the nest for approximately 45 minutes this time. During 
this observation, we noted that the adult female again never left 
the nest. She stayed next to the chick the entire time. On one 
occasion, a Fish Crow was calling repeatedly from an adjacent 
tree. In 10 minutes a second crow joined and perched just above 
the nest. Within seconds, the adult male appeared from overhead 
and drove the crows from the area pursuing them for quite some 
distance. It made me question if the crows were indeed still a 
threat to this full-sized chick and that may be an explanation 
why the female never left the nest. A phone call from the original 
observer on Aug 1 revealed that the chick indeed did fledge 
successfully and was seen perched in a nearby tree and being fed 
by both parents. Three days later, all of the kites were gone from 
the area.

Social media has great advantages for identifying and even 
documenting records but it is also a double-edged sword. As we 
have seen numerous times, it is an avenue to attract birders who 
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Adult female and juvenile Mississippi Kites in nest
Photo by Jason Avery

don’t use good birding ethics. However, had the observer not put 
this inquiry on Facebook, this first County and third State record 
of Mississippi Kite breeding in Maryland, would have gone 
unnoticed.

Andrew Brown, Naturalist II
Natural Resources Division
Department of Parks and Recreation
Calvert County Government
410.535.5327
andrew.brown@calvertcountymd.gov
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp, 2880 Grays Road, Prince 
Frederick, MD 20678
www.co.cal.md.us/NaturalResources 
www.calvertparks.org 

Patuxent River Count Report 2019

While it felt like a slow day with low numbers, it actually wasn’t 
all that bad. We did not have record lows for any species and, in 
fact had record highs for a few!

The lack of cold weather has kept a number of ducks and winter 
finches further north. We missed on Canvasback, Redhead, 
Ring-necked, Greater Scaup and Widgeon. Jim missed Lapland 
Longspur and Snow Bunting on the base. While Dark-eyed 
Juncos and White-throated Sparrows seemed few, it was not our 
worst count. Other notable misses included Killdeer, Sanderling, 
Bonaparte’s Gull and Wild Turkey.

Some notable high counts included a night roost of American 
Robins found in Hollywood by Kyle Rambo of 4,418 individuals! 
We had a high of 7 Northern Harriers, 4 of which were seen by 
Matt and Mandy Taylor NAS Patuxent River. We had a record-
breaking 15 Eastern Screech-owls blowing away our previous 
high of 9. In fact, owls in general were abundant with 30 
individuals being reported breaking a former high of 24. This 
came with even a lesser effort owling than last year.  

While not a high count, both Ernie Willoughby and his team 
at Asbury, and Mike Rudy at Swagger’s Point had 3 Purple 
Finches. This is notable as this is reported to be a poor year for 
winter finches and there have been no other reports via eBird for 

Southern Maryland this fall. Nice sighting!

New species for the count include Muscovy Duck found by 
Kyle near Hollywood and a possible Bufflehead/Goldeneye 
hybrid seen and photographed by Greg and Jill Lee on the Bay at 
Chesapeake Ranch Estates.

Individual highlights are as follows:

Mary Hollinger and Lisa Garrett had the only Pied-billed Grebe 
and Black Scoters in the Ranch Club/Drum Point sector. Matt 
and Mandy Taylor found our only Brown Pelican at the Pax 
NAS. Greg and Jill Lee ticked off the only Common Mergansers 
in Drum Point while Bob Boxwell had our only Red-breasted at 
Cove Point. Steve Ferrell found the only Sharp-shinned Hawk 
of the day at Jefferson Patterson Park. My team of Robbi Ross, 
Linda Greatorex and Jason Avery had the only Horned Larks at 
Parker’s Wharf. In the Hollywood/Sandgate’s area, Kyle found 
the counts’ only Wood Duck, American Woodcock and Wilson’s 
Snipe. The only American Black Ducks and Northern Pintails 
were found by Craig Jeschke at Calvert Cliffs State Park. Kitty 
Bailey and Sue Hamilton found the Peregrine Falcon on the 
bridge after being missed for the last couple of counts. They 
also had the only American Coots and Surf Scoters of the day. 
Luckily, Jim Swift did find a lone Short-eared Owl on the airstrip 
at the Pax NAS. Lastly, I thought we were going to miss out on 
Brown Creeper for the first time in count history BUT, Tyler Bell 
and Jane Kostenko came in with one at the finish line, whew.

Total Species – 96 (high 107/low 87)
Individuals – 20,050 (high 56,122/low 11,978)
We had 27 counters in 18 parties. The effort was still in the top 
half of count history but showed more birding by car due to the 
rain.

All in all, not a bad day considering the weather.

Thank you again for helping make the Pax count successful 
once again.

Andrew Brown, Naturalist II - Natural Resources Division
Department of Parks and Recreation
Calvert County Government       410.535.5327
andrew.brown@calvertcountymd.gov
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp, 2880 Grays Road,
Prince Frederick, MD 20678
www.co.cal.md.us/NaturalResources        www.calvertparks.org 

Bufflehead x Common Goldeneye hybrid
Photo by Jill and Greg Lee
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2020 Great Backyard Bird Count

The 2020 GBBC will take place Friday, February 14, through 
Monday, February 17. Please join us for the 21st annual count! 

https://gbbc.birdcount.org/about/

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual four-day event that 
engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a 
real-time snapshot of where the birds are. GBBC checklists can 
be accepted from anywhere in the world!

Everyone is welcome--from beginning bird watchers to experts. 
It takes as little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can count for as 
long as you like each day of the event. It’s free, fun, and easy—
and it helps the birds. Participants tally the number of individual 
birds of each species they see during their count period. They 
enter these numbers on the GBBC website.

New participants must set up a free GBBC account to submit 
their checklists or use login information from an existing account 
for any other Cornell Lab citizen-science project. You’ll only 
need to do this once to participate in all future GBBC events. 
Click “Submit Your Bird Checklist” at the top of this page or see 
“How to Participate” for more details.

As the count progresses, anyone with Internet access can explore 
what is being reported. Participants may also send in photographs 
of the birds they see for the GBBC photo contest. A selection of 
images is posted in the online photo gallery.

Why count birds?

Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by knowing 
where the birds are. Bird populations are dynamic; they are 
constantly in flux. No single scientist or team of scientists could 
hope to document and understand the complex distribution and 
movements of so many species in such a short time.

Scientists use the GBBC information, along with observations 
from other citizen-science projects, such as the Christmas Bird 
Count, Project FeederWatch, and eBird, to get the “big picture” 
about what is happening to bird populations. The longer these 
data are collected, the more meaningful they become in helping 
scientists investigate far-reaching questions, like these:

• How will the weather influence bird populations?
• Where are winter finches and other “irruptive” species that 
appear in large numbers during some years but not others?
• How will the timing of birds’ migrations compare with past 
years?
• How are bird diseases, such as West Nile virus, affecting birds 
in different regions?
• What kinds of differences in bird diversity are apparent in cities 
versus suburban, rural, and natural areas?

For highlights of past results, visit the Summaries section of this 
website. 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is led by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and National Audubon Society, with Canadian 
partner Bird Studies Canada and sponsorship from Wild Birds 
Unlimited.

2019 GBBC Summary

March 2019

As it has nearly every year, the 2019 Great Backyard Bird 
Count broke more records and attracted more participants than 
ever before. So, the first order of business is a heartfelt thank 
you to each of you for embracing the count and sharing your 
bird sightings! We hope you had fun and feel good about your 
contributions to the global maps and the data behind them.

We’ll kick off this summary with worldwide numbers—big 
numbers—all setting new records:

Double-crested Cormorant

by Janet Hix, Texas, 2019 GBBC.

Species: 6,699

Checklists: 204,921

Estimated Participants: 224,781

Some numbers may still change slightly as the final checklists 
for the GBBC dates are added through eBird or as flagged 
reports are validated by our reviewers and added to the database. 
Data above reflects website totals through March 14, 2019. 

Top 10 Most Frequently Reported Species

(number of GBBC checklists reporting this species)

Northern Cardinal
by Mary Sullivan, Minnesota, 2019 GBBC.

Northern Cardinal tops this list, as it nearly always does. Only 
once in the past 10 years has another species dislodged the 
cardinal from the top perch, but in 2016 the cardinal played 
second fiddle to the Dark-eyed Junco. A newcomer to the most-
frequently reported birds is the White-breasted Nuthatch which 
pushed European Starling off the list entirely this year.
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2020 Field Trips and Programs
January 17 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP – GREAT FAMILY OWTING!! 
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County 
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“OWL PROWL AT THE ELMS”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow 
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and therefore 
not easy to spot. A great Friday night family outing at The 
Elms. Dress appropriately for the weather, and avoid noisy 
clothing. This event is weather dependent. Rain or high winds 
will result in cancellation. Directions: Take Rt 235 south, left 
onto St. James Church Road (opposite Mattapany Rd). You will 
see the sign for The Elms Environmental Education Center. 
We will meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the right 100 
yards before the gate (Do not drive past the gate!) RSVP to 
Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 410-610-5124. 

January 19 – SUNDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP
Piscataway Park & Hard Bargain Farm, Prince George’s 
County 
2301 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek, MD 20607
“WINTER WATERFOWL AND RESIDENT BIRDS”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Bill Townsend
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society.  
The varied habitat of water, woods, farm fields and edges 
provide for a great variety of birds. See fergusonfoundation.
org for directions. Bill Townsend, HBF Educator Associate 
will meet you at the entrance (red Chevy). No fee. Limit to 
20 participants. RSVP to Lynne Wheeler at somdaudubon@
yahoo.com or 301-751-8097(prefer text).

January 25 – SATURDAY - 8:00 – 11 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Drum Point, Calvert County
“WINTER BIRDS OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY”
Leader: Sherman Suter
This is the first time we have attempted a mid-winter trip to 
Drum Point, which sits astride the confluence of the Patuxent 
River and the Chesapeake Bay. The views of open water east 
across the Bay and south across the river mouth provide a 
wide angle lens on the rafts of sea ducks and other waterfowl 
that call the Bay their winter home. On land, we will explore 
trails that the Drum Point Club maintains through dense pine 
groves and along the shores of a sheltered tidal pond. Location 
is private. RSVP required by Thursday, Jan 23.  Directions to 
the meeting point will be shared when you RSVP to Sherman 
Suter at shermansuter@gmail.com or 410-586-1073.

February 12, 2020 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30-9:00 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
North Point High School, Charles County 
2500 Davis Road, Waldorf, MD 20603 
“SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS PRESENT THEIR HOG ISLAND, 
MAINE EXPERIENCES”
Every year the Southern Maryland Audubon Society (SMAS) 

Species Number of Checklists
Northern Cardinal 56,785
Dark-eyed Junco 50,397
Mourning Dove 45,449
Downy Woodpecker 42,095
Blue Jay 40,386
American Crow 39,467
House Finch 37,726
House Sparrow 37,149
Black-capped Chickadee 35,757
White-breasted Nuthatch 33,284

Data totals as of March 6, 2019   

Note: All Top 10 species are common in North America,
reflecting continued high participation from this region.

Top 10 Most Numerous Species
(sum of how many individuals were observed

across all GBBC checklists)

Red-winged Blackbird
by Sandra Adair, Michigan, 2019 GBBC.

Red-winged Blackbird jumped to the top of this list, up from the 
fourth most numerous species during the last count. Common 
Grackle and Herring Gull both got bumped off the list and the 
Northern Shoveler is a new addition since last year.

Species Number of
Individuals

Red-winged Blackbird 4,290,218
Snow Goose 2,481,082
European Starling 2,031,493
Canada Goose 1,716,620
Common Murre 755,193
Ring-billed Gull 748,766
Mallard 720,105
American Robin 491,102
American Coot 448,816
Northern Shoveler 446,105

Data totals as of March 6, 2019

Note: These Top 10 species are common in North America, 
reflecting high participation from this region. 
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gives a scholarship to teachers, environmental educators 
and students from our community to attend Nation 
Audubon’s Camp in Hog Island, Maine. The camp offers many 
environmental and wildlife programs to choose from. Come 
and hear our 2019 scholarship winners: Kristin Bourgeois, 
Holly Fallica, and Scott Clark share their experiences. This is 
a great time for any teachers who are considering applying 
for our 2020 scholarship to get in depth knowledge about 
this wonderful opportunity. Light refreshments and mingling 
starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Free event. Inquiries to Tom 
Seaton at tjsaccokeek@gmail.com or 301-710-3994.

Great Backyard Bird Count

Great Backyard Bird Count

The 23rd annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 14, 
through Monday, February 17, 2020. Please visit the official 
website at gbbc.birdcount.org for more information and 
be sure to check out the latest educational and promotional 
resources. Bird populations are always shifting and changing. 
Want to host an event? Send us an email to somdaudubon@
yahoo.com we will help you make it happen!

The 23rd annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 14, 
through Monday, February 17, 2020. Please visit the official 
website at birdcount.org for more information and be sure to 
check out the latest educational and promotional resources. 
Bird populations are always shifting and changing. Want to 
host an event? Send us an email to somdaudubon@yahoo.
com we will help you make it happen! 

Saturday, February 15, 8 a.m. – 10 a.m.
Flag Ponds Nature Park, Calvert Nature Society
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
Leader: Calvert Stewards - Great Backyard Bird 
Count. Must register at www.calvertparks.org

Sunday, February 16, 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Wild Birds Unlimited
58 Shining Willow Way, La Plata, MD 20646
Leader: Southern MD Audubon Society. Please join us 
at our favorite new business in La Plata. We will discuss 
how to participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count – 
and then talk a 30 minute walk behind the store and we 
will do our own count. No rsvp – just come and have 
fun! Some binoculars will be provided. Smart phone 
good idea, download eBird.org app if interested. 

February 15 - SATURDAY– 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, Charles County
“BARN OWL PROWL”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year 
round resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. The 
farm is owned by the Wicomico Valley Foundation of Southern 
Maryland. This is a great family outing! Bring a reusable mug 
for hot chocolate. The exact meeting location will be given at 
registration. Suggested donation of $5.00 per person. RSVP to 
Mike at raptorsrulemc@gmail.com or 240-765-5192. 

February 23 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County 
“WINTER BIRDS AND TUNDRA SPECIALISTS AT PAX RIVER 
AIRFIELD” 
Leader: Kyle Rambo  
We are fortunate to have access to airfields that provide 
tundra like habitat. This trip will feature typical winter 
airfield birds such as Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, 
Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks, Savannah Sparrows, and 
possible Wilson’s Snipe and Peregrine Falcon. Preregistration 
is required and open to U.S. citizens only. Trip is limited to 
10 people. Must bring a photo I.D. Meet at Gate #1 Visitor 
Parking Lot. RSVP to kyle.rambo@navy.mil or 301-757-0005. 

March 4, 2020 – Wednesday – 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 pm
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
Kings Landing Park, Calvert County   
3255 Kings Landing Rd., Huntingtown, MD 20639 
“BRAZILIAN PANTANAL: BIRDS, MAMMALS, AND MORE”
Gwen Brewer and George Jett
From macaws, woodcreepers, and 
storks to jaguars, giant anteaters, 
and giant river otters, the extensive 
wetlands and grasslands of the 
Pantanal and nearby cerrado host 
an amazing diversity of life. Come 
and enjoy a presentation about the 
fauna inhabiting this unique and remarkable area in Brazil. 
Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public 
invited. Free event. Inquiries to Tom Seaton at tjsaccokeek@
gmail.com or 301-710-3994.

March 15 – SUNDAY – 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FAMILY FIELD TRIP – YOUTH WELCOME
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“EAGLE NEST AND SIGNS OF SPRING”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler   
Join us for an update about our Port Tobacco River Park 
eagle nest and learn about the Maryland Bird Conservation 
Partnership citizen-science monitoring program.  Volunteers 
document the nesting success and productivity of Maryland’s 
Bald Eagle population to help us to identify what conservation 
actions may be needed in the future.  Maintaining an active 
monitoring program is vital to knowing when and where 
changes to breeding eagles are taking place. We will also 
walk the Wetlands Trail and look for signs of spring! RSVP 
to Lynne Wheeler at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-
8097 (prefer text).
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of 
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum 
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey, 
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels 
become available each year for adoption.  Your donation will be 
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation 
projects such as:

        Barn Owl Nest Boxes       Osprey Nesting Platforms
        Kestrel Nest Boxes           Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt 
more than one:

 � Osprey, $10 each                                       Total Amount:_____
 � Barn Owl, $25 each                                   Total Amount:_____
 � Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each           Total Amount:_____
 � American Kestrel, $35 each              Total Amount:_____ 

 � General Donation to Raptor Fund      Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:

• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of 
the banding.

• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species.

• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on 
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the 
certificate:___________________________________________

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Mail To:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support 
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern 
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, 
Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon 
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s 
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be 
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly 
from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter 
The Osprey:

 �  ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, 
 ___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email 
address is: 
____________________________________________.   
_______No thank you, please mail  me a paper copy. 

 

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans 
Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2019-2020 Officers
President, Tiffany Farrell - 301.609.1345 

Vice-President, Margarita Rochow  - 240.577.1748
Treasurer, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931

Secretary, Julie Simpson - 301.743.9243

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick
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