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Welcome, SMAS members and friends, to what I consider the most exciting time of the
birding year. By late March and early April, migration is well and truly underway. I relish
seeing our resident birds, like goldfinches, in their new breeding finery. I especially treasure
glimpses, however fleeting, of warblers and stopover species. I would love to see a few I
have yet to add to my life list, like the Blackburnian Warbler, but I also long for old favorites
like the Scarlet Tanager and the Northern Parula. What birds are on your spring target list?
Please come out and find a few on our upcoming field trips on April 11 (Smallwood State
Park), April 18 (Elms Environmental Center), and May 3 (Sotterley).
Since I last wrote, we have had some exciting news. As of February 24, the Town of La
Plata is the first Bird City in the state of Maryland. On that day the Town Council declared
the Purple Martin the town bird. With that final hurdle, Chris Eberly of Maryland Bird
Conservation Partnership presented Mayor Jeanine James with the Bird City Maryland
certificate. SMAS was an early proponent, and Lynne Wheeler enlisted help from Port
Tobacco River Conservancy and Charles County Conservancy, partners that helped staff of
the town meet the criteria. (More details are available on the SMAS website.) Check out the
colorful Bird City Maryland banners on display! As a follow-on event, Sunday, April 19, at
the La Plata Train Station Museum, we will highlight Purple Martins, which have houses
there, and Arbor Day from 1 to 3 p.m.
We also have a continuing lineup of meetings held on first Wednesdays. April 1 we will
feature a special visitor---a live Virginia Opossum named Stuart! Come learn all about
North America’s only marsupial.
Finally, as of press time, we await the hatching of Bald Eagle chicks on the Port Tobacco
River Park nest cam. Check it out on YouTube, where we also offer chat sessions, at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj8hyeROG9w&feature=youtu.be.
Tune in to watch the wonders of nature unfold in real time.
Happy Birding!
Tiffany Farrell
SMAS President

http://somdaudubon.org/

Blackburnian Warbler
Photo by Bill Hubick
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that Jane found foraging on the ground. It’s an odd combination
of a wren and a sparrow. Sharp looking bird! Then, at the Cliffs
of Moher, we found about a dozen Meadow Pipits in a muddy
field near the bus.

Ireland!

By Tyler Bell
Jane Kostenko and I have wanted to go to Ireland for a long
time. One of Jane’s sisters told us that it was on top of her bucket
list and if we ever found a good deal, to loop her in. Well, the
opportunity presented itself and we added her older daughter and
her husband as well as our brother-in-law.

The crazy jet stream that pushed us east was also training large
low pressure systems toward Europe. One, Storm Dennis, hit
Iceland with winds over 100 mph. While we were at the cliffs,
the winds were still cranking at over 60 mph! There were several
rivulets that were draining over the cliffs that were actually being
blown back up in a reverse waterfall. Walking into this was
exciting though we were a bit concerned that some large gusts
might push the bus over. Our driver was quite skilled and we
never felt like this could happen.

We flew from DC to Newark, New Jersey and met them before
flying to Dublin. Recently, a commercial airline broke the speed
record between New York (you can see it from the Newark
airport) to London, Heathrow making the trip in less than
five hours! The jet stream was still in our favor and the pilot
announced we had to dawdle on the taxiway so that we wouldn’t
arrive in Dublin before their 7 am curfew! Since Ireland is pretty
far north, when we arrived shortly after 7, it was still pitch black.
When we arrived at our hotel, miraculously they had rooms ready
for us. We dropped our things, repacked and hit the streets. This
was not a birding trip and the focus was historic but when birds
present themselves, we always have a pair of binoculars along.

We would definitely recommend a trip to Ireland whether it is
bird related or to see amazing historic sites. And, if you’re a
fan of Guinness stout, the parent brewery is in Dublin nearby
most of the hotels so within walking distance. They serve it in
every pub. Smithwick’s (pronounced Smith-ick’s) is brewed in
Kilkenny, another lovely medieval town where we spent a night.
So, despite this being a non-birding trip, we ended up scoring
eight life birds!

Fortunately, most birds in Ireland, or most of Europe for that
matter, are not the same ones we see here in the states. Rock
Pigeons are super abundant but House Sparrows, as common
as they are here, are not that common there. Some of the more
common species we encountered walking around the city were
Eurasian Magpies, Wood Pigeons and Black-headed Gulls. If
you’re familiar with The Beatles song “Blackbird”, we saw quite
a few, singing though not in the dead of night. They have several
common Corvid species including Common Raven (which we
only saw once at Blarney Castle), Rook, Jackdaw and Hooded
Crow. They are often quite tame and looking for handouts which
allows some close up photographic opportunities. They have
a number of thrushes that are quite similar. Redwing, Mistle
Thrush, Song Thrush, and Fieldfare (which we didn’t see).
One bird with a similar name to our equivalent is Eurasian Robin.
That’s about the only thing they have in common. They are quite
small and more like a bluebird than a thrush. They are often
skulkers singing in bushes or ivy driving you crazy because the
song is unfamiliar and you can’t figure out who is doing it. Then
they pop out! We saw them wherever we went.

Eurasian Magpie, Dublin
Photo by Tyler Bell

Also, they have chickadee equivalents as well. Blue Tit, Great
Tit and Coal Tit were all seen throughout the trip though Blue
Tit was certainly the most common. Another tiny terror was the
Firecrest, a differently named kinglet. They look a lot like our
Ruby-crowns but have a bright orange crest, sort of a hybrid
between our Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets.
At one of our potty stops, Adare, there are several houses with
thatched roofs. They’ve probably been patching their roofs for
hundreds of years! Nearby, I found a thistle feeder. A brief feeder
watch produced several European Goldfinches, a really fancy
version of our goldfinches. Also, a couple of Lesser Redpolls
were trying to get to the feeder but a Common Greenfinch was
having none of that! A couple of Chaffinches were there as well
giving us the chance to compare them to the similar Brambling,
which we did not see. Rounding out our final day, was a Dunnock

Eurasian Robin, Bunratty Castle
Photo by Jane Kostenko
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Frozen Bird Found In Siberia Is 46,000 Years Old

Virginia Becomes Climate Leader in Southeast
Passing Historic Clean Economy Act

By Jack Guy, CNN
Updated 5:34 AM EST, Fri February 21, 2020

By National Audubon Society
March 6, 2020

(CNN) Scientists studying the remarkably well-preserved
remains of an Ice Age bird have identified the specimen as a
Horned Lark. Buried and frozen in permafrost near the village of
Belaya Gora in north-eastern Siberia, the bird was discovered by
local fossil ivory hunters, who passed it on to a team of experts,
including Nicolas Dussex and Love Dalén from the Swedish
Museum of Natural History, for testing.

RICHMOND – “Today is a huge win for birds and people that
gives us hope in the face of increasingly dire climate threats. The
pragmatic, market-based approach of the Virginia Clean Economy
Act demonstrates that commonsense climate leadership is taking
root in the Southeast and strengthening throughout the U.S.,”
said Gary Moody, director of state and local climate strategy at
the National Audubon Society. “The leadership shown in Virginia
gives climate-vulnerable birds like the Cerulean Warbler and the
Saltmarsh Sparrow – and people – that depend on clean air and
water in Virginia a fighting chance against climate change.”

Radiocarbon dating revealed the bird lived around 46,000
years ago, and genetic analysis identified it as a Horned Lark
(Eremophila alpestris), according to a paper published Friday in
the journal Communications Biology.
Dalén told CNN that research showed the bird may be an ancestor
to two subspecies of lark alive today, one in northern Russia and
the other on the Mongolian steppe. “This finding implies that the
climatic changes that took place at the end of the last Ice Age led
to formation of new subspecies,” he said.

Today, the Virginia House of Delegates and Virginia State Senate
passed the Virginia Clean Economy Act (VCEA) with a 51-45
vote on HB 1526 and a 22-17 vote on SB 851. The bills were lead
through each chamber by sponsors Delegate Sullivan and Senator
McClellan, with additional leadership from Speaker Filler-Corn,
Senate Majority Leader Saslaw and Governor Northam’s team.

The preservation of the bird is explained in large part by the
cold of the permafrost, explained Dussex, but this specimen is in
extraordinarily good condition. “The fact that such a small and
fragile specimen was near intact also suggests that dirt/mud must
have been deposited gradually, or at least that the ground was
relatively stable so that the bird’s carcass was preserved in a state
very close to its time of death,” said Dussex.

The historic legislation provides a roadmap to achieving 100%
carbon-free energy production and reduces overall energy
consumption across the Commonwealth by enacting a binding
energy efficiency standard. This bill also sets a path to closing
all fossil fuel emitting power plants in Virginia by 2045 while
requiring utilities to increase wind and solar energy every year
through a mandatory renewable portfolio standard.

The next stage of research involves sequencing the bird’s entire
genome, said Dalén, which will reveal more about its relationship
to present day subspecies and estimate the rate of evolutionary
change in larks. Scientists working in the area have also found
carcasses and body parts from other animals such as wolves,
mammoths and wooly rhinos. Dussex described such findings
as “priceless” as they allow researchers to retrieve DNA and
sometimes RNA, a nucleic acid present in all living cells. “This
in turn will open new opportunities to study the evolution of ice
age fauna and understand their responses to climate change over
the past 50-10 thousands of years ago,” added Dussex.

“Virginia legislators have made it clear that we don’t have time
to waste; it is the time to act. It is a first step to more robust,
equitable climate policy, but it is an impressive step in the right
direction in achieving economy-wide solutions on state and
federal levels that will dramatically reduce carbon emissions,”
said Moody.
https://www.audubon.org/news/virginia-becomes-climateleader-southeast-passing-historic-clean-economy-act
The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places
they need, today and tomorrow. Audubon works throughout the
Americas using, science, advocacy, education and on-the-ground
conservation. State programs, nature centers, chapters, and
partners give Audubon an unparalleled wingspan that reaches
millions of people each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse
communities in conservation action. A nonprofit conservation
organization since 1905, Audubon believes in a world in which
people and wildlife thrive. Learn more about how to help at
www.audubon.org and follow us on Twitter and Instagram at @
audubonsociety.

The Horned Lark was discovered at the same site as an
18,000-year-old frozen puppy, which Dalén and Dussex are also
studying. Using carbon dating on the creature’s rib bone, experts
were able to confirm that the specimen had been frozen for around
18,000 years, but extensive DNA tests have so far been unable
to show whether the animal was a dog or a wolf. Scientists can
normally tell the difference relatively easy, and researchers hope
that further tests on the remains will provide more insight into
exactly when dogs were domesticated.
https://amp.cnn.com/cnn/2020/02/21/europe/frozen-bird-iceage-scli-intl-scn/index.html

Media Contact:
Chandler Lennon
chandler.lennon@audubon.org
212-979-3063
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departed in early February, a pattern apparently typical of Blackchins within their winter range. Younger birds usually leave
later as did Flip. The temperatures Flip encountered prior to his
departure were significantly colder than the morning he left so
mortality is highly unlikely.

Black-chinned Hummingbird in St. Mary’s Count
By Tyler Bell

My phone chirped at 12:28 pm Saturday, January 18. Barb
Whipkey from the Lexington Park Wild Birds Unlimited store
wrote with information about a hummingbird just reported from
a homeowner in Compton. They had forgotten to take down
their feeder and happened to look out and see a hummer buzzing
around it. Once it left, they brought in the feeder, cleaned it
and put out fresh nectar. A few minutes later, a video came via
email. The hummingbird did not have any rusty color on it so
that eliminated the most likely winter hummingbird, Rufous
Hummingbird. We arranged to get ahold of the homeowners
who gave us directions to their house. We were there by about
3:30. Unfortunately, by that time, it had begun to rain and the
sun was heading toward the horizon. Jane Kostenko and I were
able to get photos while in the warm dry house but they were far
from definitive. Initial feedback from Bruce Peterjohn, recently
retired director of the Bird Banding Lab in Laurel, and Sheri
Williamson, author of Peterson’s Hummingbirds, leaned toward
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Bruce arranged a banding attempt
on Friday, January 24.

Rufous Hummingbirds often return to their winter feeders but
Black-chinned vagrancy is not as well understood. There’s a
chance Flip will come back next winter as an adult male. Only
time will tell.

MILESTONE: U.S. Public Poll Finds Strong
Support for Domestic Cat Management
A poll conducted in 2019 by American Bird Conservancy (ABC)
indicates that a majority of U.S. residents favor management
of domestic cats (Felis catus). In a survey of more than 2,000
individuals across the U.S., a majority of respondents supported
permanent identification and sterilization, and half favored
keeping cats indoors. Not only did they support these behaviors
but a substantial portion of respondents strongly agreed with
them.

When the hummer flew into Bruce’s trap, he immediately thought
it was not a good fit for Ruby-throat. Once the bird was in hand,
he turned it over and Voila! a single purple gorget feather. The
bird was Maryland’s first Black-chinned Hummingbird. Long
overdue in Maryland, it had been recorded in all adjacent states
and DC. Bruce discussed the ramifications with the homeowners
then called us from a parking lot not too far from their house. We
immediately started negotiating with the homeowners to try and
get people to see Flip, a name they gave him based on the ID after
having been flipped over and the characteristic tail flipping while
hovering at the feeder.

“These data indicate that most Americans support responsible
pet ownership behaviors,” said Grant Sizemore, ABC’s Director
of Invasive Species Programs. “It’s time that local governments
supported these practices as well, by reinforcing them in local
ordinances.”

On Sunday, January 26, Jane and I brought two small groups of
four and five people in one hour time slots to the backyard where
you could stand and watch the feeder. After they left, all having
had excellent views of the hummer, we discussed opening it up
to more people. The layout of their yard and road to their house
and the neighbor’s was not conducive to having people just go
to the house unsupervised. It was agreed upon that Jane and I
would escort groups of eight people at a time in one hour time
blocks starting at 8 am, when they left for work, until 11 am when
the hummer became less reliable on the feeder. Coincidentally,
the homeowners went on vacation that week so they wouldn’t be
bothered by people staring into the back of their house with high
powered optics.

The Cats Indoors program has developed a model ordinance that
local governments can use as a guide to update their laws for
companion animals.

Flip entertained birders from across Maryland, some coming
from as far away as the far western part near Oakland as well as
Ocean City in Worcester County. There were a couple of people
from Virginia and DC as well. Over 120 people saw the hummer
while visitation was arranged. Then, on Saturday, February 22,
one of the homeowners saw Flip first thing in the morning for a
few forays to the feeder then nothing. As I write this on February
28, he has not returned. Some vagrants might take a break from
appearing at a feeder but hummingbirds don’t fit into that group.
Bruce said that the adult male Black-chinned Hummingbird that
was being seen throughout the winter in Williamsburg, VA had

ABC’s Cats Indoors program advocates for keeping domestic cats
safely contained, whether indoors, on a leash, or in an outdoor
enclosure such as a catio. Such practices benefit cats, wildlife,
and people and can help control the ballooning cat population.
The U.S. pet cat population tripled from 1970 to 2010.

Survey response distribution for 2,120 U.S. residents regarding
domestic cat (Felis catus) management. Respondents were asked
to rate their level of agreement/disagreement with statements
concerning cat sterilization, permanent identification, and
keeping cats contained. 1 = strongly disagree, 2 = moderately
disagree, 3 = slightly disagree, 4 = neither agree nor disagree, 5 =
slightly agree, 6 = moderately agree, 7 = strongly agree
Continued on page 5
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Substantial problems arise when pet cats are permitted to roam
outdoors. Cats are the largest direct source of mortality to
birds in the U.S. and Canada and annually kill an estimated 2.4
billion birds in the U.S. alone. Outdoor cats are also a vector
for the transmission of parasites and diseases. Cats are the top
carrier of rabies among domestic animals in the U.S. and are
disproportionately more likely to expose people to the fatal
disease than wildlife.

2020 Field Trips and Programs
March 15 – SUNDAY – 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FAMILY FIELD TRIP – YOUTH WELCOME
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“EAGLE NEST AND SIGNS OF SPRING”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
Join us for an update about our Port Tobacco River Park eagle nest
and learn about the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership
citizen-science monitoring program. Volunteers document the
nesting success and productivity of Maryland’s Bald Eagle
population to help us to identify what conservation actions
may be needed in the future. Maintaining an active monitoring
program is vital to knowing when and where changes to breeding
eagles are taking place. We will also walk the Wetlands Trail and
look for signs of spring! RSVP to Lynne Wheeler at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

Cat feces are also a serious environmental contaminant, due in
part to the role that cats play as a host for the parasite Toxoplasma
gondii, which causes toxoplasmosis and is the reason why
pregnant women are advised not to change cat litter.
Practicing responsible cat ownership behaviors goes a long way
toward supporting cat health, wildlife conservation, and reduced
public health risks. Microchips, sterilization, and keeping cats
indoors are widely regarded as beneficial practices and supported
by the American Veterinary Medical Association.

April 1 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM			
La Plata Volunteer Fire Department
911 Washington Ave, La Plata, MD 20646
“AWESOME POSSUMZ”
KAREN BRACE, Licensed Wildlife
Rehabilitator
Come learn about the natural history of
the Virginia opossum, North America’s
only marsupial. Karen Brace will
introduce you to “Stuart” and address the
misconceptions and misinformation that
surround North America’s only native marsupial. Come learn
about the opossum’s “super powers,” where they live, what they
eat, and how they help the environment. Light refreshments and
mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public is invited. Free event. Inquiries
to Tom Seaton at tjsaccokeek@gmail.com or 301-710-3994.

“Research indicates that outdoor cats are nearly three times more
likely to be infected with parasites than indoor cats, and that
microchips vastly increase the chances of a cat being returned
to its owner,” said Sizemore. “It’s time to treat cats like we treat
dogs: responsibly.”
https://abcbirds.org/article/milestone-us-public-cat-poll-2019
Media Contact
Jordan Rutter
Director of Public Relations
202-888-7472
jerutter@abcbirds.org
Expert Contact
Grant Sizemore
Director of Invasive Species Programs
202-888-7480
gsizemore@abcbirds.org

April 11 – SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Marbury, Charles County
2750 Sweden Point Road, Marbury, MD 20658
“SMALLWOOD STATE PARK – RED-HEADED
WOODPECKERS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
Smallwood State Park has become one of the best locations for
Red-headed Woodpeckers in the state. We will also look for early
migrants and Louisiana Waterthrush is highly likely to be seen.
Meet at 8 a.m. at Pavilion 1 parking area, past the campground
entrance. This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society.
RSVP to Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097
(prefer text).

American Bird Conservancy is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to conserving birds and their habitats throughout the
Americas. With an emphasis on achieving results and working in
partnership, we take on the greatest problems facing birds today,
innovating and building on rapid advancements in science to halt
extinctions, protect habitats, eliminate threats, and build capacity
for bird conservation. Find us on abcbirds.org, Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter (@ABCbirds).

Continued on page 6

Sketch by Carrie Staples
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April 18 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BIRDING 101”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you tired
of wondering and saying “What bird is that?”Do you want to get
better at knowing what birds you are seeing? Birding 101 is the
field trip for you! The more you walk the walk, the better you
become! The Elms Environmental Education Center offers great
habitat for birds. Your leaders will share helpful identification
pointers such as: bird bill and facial markings, plumage details,
field marks, flight patterns, sound, behavior, and habitat and
seasonal expectation. Learn about birding apps too. The address is
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south,
left onto St. James Church Road (opposite Mattapany Road). You
will see the sign for the Elms Environmental Education Center.
We will meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the right 100
yards before the gate. Do not drive past the gate. RSVP to Bob at
Bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 410-610-5124

May 6 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM		
St. Mary’s College of MD Glendening Annex, Bldg. 15, St.
Mary’s County
47645 College Drive, Parking Lot Z, St. Mary’s City, MD
20686
“WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS”
MEGHAN WEBSTER, Biology Senior, St.
Mary’s College of Maryland
Southern Maryland Audubon Society has
provided a grant to Meghan Webster in
support of her study of White-throated
Sparrows. Part of her work will examine
the diurnal metabolic response to acute
stress in this familiar fall and winter visitor to Southern Maryland.
Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public is invited.
Free event. Inquiries to Tom Seaton at tjsaccokeek@gmail.com
or 301-710-3994.
May 9 – SATURDAY – May Count
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, and St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always needed and appreciated from all. This is a great
way to learn and improve your bird identification skills! The
county coordinators for you to contact are as follows:
CALVERT: Sherman Suter (401-586-1073)
sjsuter29@verizon.net
CHARLES: Lynne Wheeler (301-751-8097)
somdaudubon@yahoo.com
PRINCE GEORGE’S: Fred Fallon (401-286-8152)
fwfallon@gmail.com
ST. MARY’S: Tyler Bell (301-862-4623)
jtylerbell@yahoo.com

April 19 – SUNDAY – 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
BIRD CELEBRATION – BIRD CITY MD
La Plata, Charles County
La Plata Train Station Museum, 101 Kent Avenue, La Plata,
MD 20646
“TOWN OF LA PLATA - PURPLE MARTINS, BIRD CITY
MD AND ARBOR DAY”
Leader: S Maryland Audubon Society,
Port Tobacco River Conservancy and
Conservancy for Charles County
For the last few years our Town of La Plata
official bird, the Purple Martin, has returned
from its southern migratory journey by April
17. Come celebrate their return, meet our
passionate Purple Martin “housekeepers”,
and learn about this fascinating flyer. We will
also celebrate the Town of La Plata becoming the first member
of Bird City Maryland and provide information about National
Arbor Day. “Our world without native trees - no insects, no birds
- where humans cannot thrive”

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Renee Fritz Burleigh, Waldorf
Philip Garm, Prince Frederick
Joseph Lo Grasso, Waldorf
Gina Guffey, Leonardtown
David Hardy, Lusby
Kathleen Jenkins, La Plata
Lolita Kiorpes, Port Republic
Hugh Latham, Brandywine
Kate Muchnick, St. Mary’s City
George Pyle, Mechanicsville
Lisa Sperka, Pomfret
Rachel Vaughan, California
Geneva Wesley, La Plata

May 3 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“What’s Soaring at Sotterley”
Leader(s): David Moulton
Celebrate Earth Day week with a birdwalk at this scenic and
historic Patuxent River property as the annual surge of migrating
birds begins throughout St. Mary’s County. Nesting Bald Eagles,
migrating warblers, meadowlarks, woodpeckers and waterfowl
can all be found via Sotterley’s extensive new trail system. From
Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn right through the gates
to the gravel parking lot on the Sotterley historic property. RSVP
at moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island,
Audubon Camp in Maine.






Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Adopt-a-Raptor

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly
from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

Foster Parents Needed!
Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________



Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter
The Osprey:
___ Email me a link to download the pdf,
___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email
address is:
____________________________________________.
_______No thank you, please mail me a paper copy.

Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:
 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon
Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans
Road, MD 20616.

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.
Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

Mail To:

2019-2020 Officers

President, Tiffany Farrell - somdaudubon.president@gmail.com
Vice-President, Margarita Rochow - margarita@usa.net
Treasurer, Julie Daniel - juliemdaniel@hotmail.com
Secretary, Julie Simpson - jsimps@runbox.com
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

