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The coronavirus pandemic has interrupted life as we know it. Amid the uncertainty and 
worry, I hope all our members and friends are feeling well and staying home. Protecting 
our health, as individuals and as a community, must be our first priority. Even before 
Governor Hogan issued the Stay-at-Home order, SMAS had announced the cancellation 
of our spring programs until further notice. 

Given how hard we had worked on an array of field trips, meetings, and festivals, the 
decision represents a tremendous disappointment. We trust that our fellow bird lovers 
will understand and rejoin our group activities as soon as it is deemed safe. For now, the 
recommendations are to stay home and to practice social distancing when conducting 
essential business. The situation is fluid, however, and guidance is often changing. We 
suggest consulting the CDC website (cdc.gov/coronavirus) and the Maryland coronavi-
rus site (coronavirus.maryland.gov) for those details.

Meanwhile, many of us are spending more time with our family members---some of 
them children needing instruction or fun activities. The National Audubon Society and 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology offer some great educational materials, which we high-
light in this issue. No matter our age, learning about birds is rewarding, so we have 
listed some of our favorite books. One of my favorites is Lisa Ackerman’s The Genius 
of Birds. In my more contemplative moods, I find solace in A Short Philosophy of Birds 
by Philippe Dubois and Elise Rousseau. Noah Strycker’s The Thing with Feathers is jam 
packed with information. What are your favorite books about birds? Please share so we 
can compile a list for the next issue.

Working from home provides a silver lining. Each morning I can now listen to the dawn 
chorus and bird intensively in my own patch. Documenting data in eBird---especially 
in the Maryland/DC Breeding Bird Atlas portal (ebird.org/atlasmddc/)----improves my 
skills and helps compile information for scientists. Make no mistake: realizing how little 
I know is humbling---as, for example, when I recently confused a Louisiana Waterthrush 
song for that of a Hooded Warbler. (Thank you, Tyler, for the correction and sugges-
tion.) However, embarrassment recedes when I discover something new and exciting. 
Today I witnessed for the first time the courtship display of the Brown-headed Cowbird. 
I watched a male puff himself out, flap his wings, sing, and bow for a mate for fifteen 
minutes. The atlas’s emphasis on behavior invites us to watch more intently and to find 
amazement in the bird life around us. Looking for nests or other breeding indicators, my 
pace is slower, gentler, and I am grateful for these moments of wonder. If you have not 
yet done so, please sign up with your county coordinator for the Breeding Bird Atlas 
project. We still need volunteers. For those of you already contributing, what exciting 
discoveries have you made? We’d love to feature your stories in next month’s issue.

Stay safe, friends.
Tiffany Farrell
somdaudubon.president@gmail.com
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Birding With Benefits: How Nature Improves
Our Mental Mindsets
From Audubon Magazine

By Jill U. Adams
Winter 2019

[Editor’s Note: Although this article was written with winter in 
mind, we feel that this is apropos the Covid-19 pandemic and 
sheltering in place. If you go outside, just be aware of other 
people and please maintain proper social distancing!]

Mounting scientific evidence supporting the health benefits of 
the outdoors is helping shape innovations in medicine, education, 
and more.

Anyone who birds a favorite park over and over knows intuitively 
why they keep going back: It just feels good. Being in nature—
pausing in it, sitting with it, discovering its wonders—brings 
a sense of calm and renewal. Now science is backing up our 
intuition with data and revealing the benefits run much, much 
deeper. Of hundreds of published studies, none alone is definitive, 
but together they offer a growing sense of what’s lost as people 
spend more time than ever indoors.

In England, for example, research revealed that urban green 
spaces reduced residents’ sense of isolation and loneliness. Living 
a short walk from a park in Los Angeles seemed to offer the same 
mental-health boost as a two-point decrease in unemployment. In 
Spain, schoolchildren raised in greener neighborhoods had more 
neural connections in brain regions tied to working memory and 
attention.

“The field is starting to build momentum right now,” says 
University of Washington environmental psychologist Gregory 
Bratman, who led a recent review of findings across social and 
health sciences. “Evidence is there to support the conclusion that 
contact with nature benefits our mood, our psychological well-
being, our mental health, and our cognitive functioning,” he says.  

What’s harder to pinpoint is precisely why this relationship exists. 
One leading theory is that nature can restore our attention and 
counter the mental fatigue that today’s urban and sensory-filled 
environments cause. A second is that it can reduce stress; blood 
pressure, heart rate, and stress hormones all drop with time in 
nature, studies show. Both factors—cognitive function and stress 
response—have been linked to conditions such as depression.

More investigations are now delving into complex practical 
questions that doctors, therapists, educators, and public-health 
experts want to understand. What elements of an outdoor setting 
are most important and for how long? How do our individual 
traits, preferences, and backgrounds influence how we respond? 
Answering these questions isn’t easy, since it can be tricky to 
design experiments that isolate nature’s diffuse effects. Bratman 
calls this a “next huge frontier” to explore.

Doctors will be key partners in this effort. Nooshin Razani, 
director of the Center for Nature and Health at UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital in Oakland, works with low-income patients 

to “prescribe” regular park visits. In two small early trials, she’s 
found that these excursions increased children’s resilience and 
also reduced parental stress and loneliness. Whether the adults 
visited a park independently or in a group didn’t affect the 
results—a finding that could help inform other programs. “I 
really felt like we needed experimental data,” she says.

But Razani also believes in simply talking with patients and 
listening to their experiences. “I think we really need to take 
a moment to understand why depression and anxiety are 
increasing,” she says. With that knowledge will come more tools 
for addressing the public-health challenge. “I absolutely think 
being outside is part of the solution to that.”

Doctor’s Note 

No one needs an excuse to go birding, but in Shetland, Scotland, 
some residents have a good one anyway: a doctor’s advice. Since 
the fall of 2018, the U.K.’s Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) has teamed with the islands’ 10 health centers 
to steer patients outdoors, especially as they see more people 
arriving with issues like diabetes, anxiety, and depression. “This 
is a new health challenge,” says National Health Service Shetland 
communications officer Carol Campbell. “Until just a generation 
ago, Shetland’s population lived a very active life as fishermen 
and crofters eating a simple diet based on potatoes, kale, and oily 
fish.”

While Shetland has plenty of nature to offer—rock outcroppings, 
beaches, and seabirds—RSPB creates a seasonal calendar 
of activities, including lichen study, backyard-bird feeding, 
and eating outdoors, that ensures homebound residents can 
participate. “We’re not suggesting that this replaces medicine,” 
says RSPB’s Helen Moncrieff, who is now discussing expanding 
the program more widely in Scotland. “It’s another tool.”

For years, nature’s therapeutic services have been overlooked or 
hard to quantify, but that’s changing: Around the world, national 
parks alone improve visitors’ mental health to the tune of 
benefits worth an estimated $6 trillion, one study found. Beyond 
Scotland, many health professionals and their partners at public 
land and conservation organizations are now looking to tap this 
value. In the United States, there are now 87 park prescription-
style programs in 32 states—more than triple the number from 
five years ago, according to a recent census by the Institute at the 
Golden Gate.

Robert Zarr, a Washington, D.C., physician and founder of the 
nonprofit Park Rx America, is working to get other doctors and 
healthcare professionals on board. More than 600 have signed up 
to the group’s platform to make it easy for doctors to locate green 
spaces near patients and track how patients “fill” prescriptions, 
which specify an activity and a frequency. He envisions a similar 
tool embedded in electronic health-record systems one day, and 
this past fall, the National Institutes of Health funded a five-year 
research trial to test physical and mental health outcomes at the 
community health center where he works.

Continued on page 3
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Birding at Patuxent River NAS
Photo by Tiffany Farrell

Over time, such programs may be a boon both for people and 
nature, especially with recent surveys indicating that 25 percent 
of U.S. residents spend two or fewer hours a week outdoors. 
Says Moncrieff: “You can’t have conservation without people 
involved.”

School’s Out 

Once a week in Eliza Minnucci’s kindergarten class in Vermont, 
students would gear up for the weather and march up a hill. Then 
they’d spend the whole day outdoors: quiet time, play time, 
and lesson time, in addition to everyday rituals such as snack, 
lunch, and bathroom breaks. The public-school teacher saw these 
“forest days” building developmental skills, such as fine motor 
control. But also, she simply wanted her students to like school. 
“It was really about joy,” she says.

Studies of similar programs bear out her experience, though data 
are still limited: Nature curriculums can confer academic, social, 
and emotional benefits, such as improved concentration during 
learning and fewer behavioral issues. Children also develop 
stronger relationships with the outdoors—what Minnucci 
observed in her class as a sense of place and belonging.

Minnucci had the backing of her principal and grant funding 
for an assistant’s help during her experiment in 2013. Since 
then, she’s been supporting others, teaching in a nature-based, 
early-childhood-education certificate program and maintaining 
a professional community. At least 31 schools in Vermont and 
New Hampshire now have forest-day programs, she says, with 
some extending the practice to higher grades.

Outdoor learning is quickly gaining ground across the United 
States, especially with even younger kids: A 2017 survey 
identified more than 250 nature-based preschools, a 10-fold 
increase since 2012. That tally includes European-modeled 
“forest kindergartens,” where kids spend most or all days outside, 
and nature sanctuaries that launch their own preschools—in 
Wisconsin, Schlitz Audubon’s program, now with more than 140 
students a year, was an early pioneer in 2003. This September, 
Washington State created the first specialized licensing for this 
new wave of outdoor schooling, a step that allows for full-day 
programs and wider access.

With education becoming more scripted, Minnucci says her 
forest-day experience offered her a creative boost as a teacher, 
while challenging star students in new ways. Other kids got to 
shine. One child, she recalls, felt he wasn’t “good” at school, 
but loved the outdoor classroom because he knew the names of 
caterpillars and trees: “We got to acknowledge him as an expert.”

This story originally appeared in the winter 2019 issue as “The 
Nature Antidote.”
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/winter-2019/birding-
benefits-how-nature-improves-our-mental

Birding at Patuxent River Naval Air Station
by Tiffany Farrell

Our field trips to Pax River NAS, led by expert birder and 
naturalist Kyle Rambo, are always popular. For many of us, they 
are the only way to gain access to this restricted area. Kyle, the 
Conservation Director of the base, has worked there for more 
than thirty years and knows the place---and its birds---inside and 
out. 

As I waited at the meeting place on February 23, bluebird song 
bubbled overhead. Their cheer seemed to herald our sunny, spring-
like day that warmed to more than 60 degrees. After we loaded 
into the van, Kyle sped us all over the area, entertaining us with 
facts about birds and the property---historic sites, bicentennial 
trees, and even a remarkable American elm that seems resistant 
to Dutch elm disease.

The birding on the test airfields was especially gratifying. We 
found American Kestrels along the tarmac edges, while Horned 
Larks, Savannah Sparrows, and Eastern Meadowlarks skulked 
among the grass. Kyle took the van on several slow passes through 
an old airstrip of broken concrete with bunches of yellowed 
grasses. There we searched in vain for a perfectly camouflaged 
Short-eared Owl that Kyle knew should be there. Finally we 
flushed it from its well concealed spot, and upon landing, the owl 
rested long enough to focus my binoculars for some fine views. 
This wide-open expanse also afforded sightings of several female 
Northern Harriers, which were gliding low over the surrounding 
fields. 

A short hike into the camping area yielded a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, a number of woodpeckers, a Brown Thrasher, and a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. As we covered more ground in the 
van, our checklist grew thanks to excellent spotters among our 
group. We counted an impressive number of Red-tailed Hawks, 
as well as Bald Eagles, Killdeer, and Tundra Swans. 

Waterfowl overall were not plentiful, but with scopes we saw a 
surprising variety of species. For me, spotting a male Long-tailed 
duck up close was truly memorable. In all, we tallied an amazing 
54 bird species. Thank you, Kyle and fellow birders!



Top 10 Most Frequently Reported Species

Northern Cardinal tops this list, as it nearly always does.  An 
exciting visitor to the most-frequently reported birds is the Red-
bellied Woodpecker.
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Breeding Bird Atlas 3: Tips and Tricks

Safe dates typically start in the spring and end in the fall. They 
are a range of dates that indicate when migrants are no longer 
present. For example, the safe dates for Eastern Bluebirds are 
from May 1 to August 31; if you see a bluebird between those 
dates you are (generally) ‘safe’ to assume that the bluebird you are 
looking at is there to nest. By May 1, bluebird migration through 
Maryland and DC is finished and most bluebirds are nesting. 
But many bluebirds here begin nesting much earlier than May 1. 
This means that before May 1, you don’t know if an individual 
bluebird you see is migrating or nesting. If you see evidence of 
breeding, like a bluebird visiting a nest box (code N) or carrying 
nesting material (code CN), then you know the bird is nesting 
and can record your observation with the appropriate breeding 
code. Likewise, if you don’t see good evidence of breeding, then 
you shouldn’t include a breeding code. Codes like a bird in the 
right habitat (code H) or a singing bird (code S) don’t tell very 
much about a bird’s intention to nest and are best used after the 
safe dates.

Nesting does happen within the safe dates, but it also happens 
outside safe dates. This means it is important to be aware of the 
behavior of each species you observe. Safe dates are intended 
to be used as soft guidelines, not hard rules, for documenting 
breeding behavior. Make careful observations, include comments 
about what you see, and ask questions.

If you want to learn more about Maryland nesting dates for 
species, you can use the Yellow Book. Written in 1996 by Marshal 
Iliff, Bob Ringler, and Jim Stasz, it is an excellent resource to 
learn which counties birds can be expected to nest in, when the 
first and last egg dates are, and how abundance changes across 
the year. You can download this resource from the Maryland 
Ornithological Society’s website, mdbirds.org/publications/the-
yellowbook. If you want to learn more about a particular species, 
Cornell’s website allaboutbirds.org is a good overview with 
information about life history, identification, and sounds. If you 
are looking for a more detailed source and don’t mind paying a 
subscription fee, Cornell’s Birds of the World (birdsoftheworld.
org; formerly Birds of North America) is an outstanding resource.

Safe dates: soft guide, not hard rule 
Safe dates indicate that migrants are not present, but nesting 
regularly begins before the safe date. For example, most Eastern 
Bluebirds have already laid their eggs by the start of safe dates, 
as you can see in this figure. Be aware of bird behavior regardless 
of the safe date, and don’t be afraid to include Probable or 
Confirmed breeding codes on your observations. Download 
safe dates with the Handbook from ebird.org/atlasmddc/about/
handbooks

From WHAT’S HATCHING?
Official Newsletter of the Maryland & DC Breeding Bird Atlas 3
ISSUE NO 2 | MAR 2020
To subscribe, contact the editor at mddcbba3@mdbirds.org

Species                                  Number of Checklists
Northern Cardinal               70,168
Dark-eyed Junco                               59,318
Mourning Dove                               58,361
Downy Woodpecker               52,276
Blue Jay                                               50,808
House Sparrow                               49,180
House Finch                               48,796
American Crow                               48,639
Black-capped Chickadee               43,775
Red-bellied Woodpecker               40,826

2020 GBBC Summary 
March 13, 2020

You did it again! The 2020 Great Backyard Bird Count broke 
more records and attracted more participants than ever before. 
So, the first order of business is to extend our sincere gratitude 
to each of you for embracing the count and sharing your bird 
sightings! We hope you had fun and feel good about your 
contributions to the global maps and the data behind them.

Note the incredible jump from last year to this year. 
Species: 6,942 (last year 6,699)
Checklists: 249,444 (last year 204,921)
Estimated Participants: 268,674 (last year 224,781)

Some numbers may still change slightly as the final checklists 
for the GBBC dates are added through eBird or as flagged 
reports are validated by our reviewers and added to the database. 
Data above reflect website totals through March 10, 2020. 



crop, along with less snow and mild temperatures throughout 
much of Canada, resulted in many species of birds staying north.

Notable rare species reported in Canada during the count:

— Slaty-backed Gull is a western Pacific species that remains 
a red-letter bird anywhere in the Atlantic basin. This species is 
typically found in coastal areas of northeast Asia and occasionally 
along the Alaskan coast. But Charles Fitzpatrick found this gull in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, a superb hotspot for gull-watching, 
especially around St. John’s.

— A Pink-footed Goose was reported in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. This is only the second time this species has been 
found there in mid-winter.

— An Eastern Phoebe turned up in Ontario, which is pretty 
impressive for this location in February and likely a sign of the 
milder winter.

In addition to the phoebe, other rare sightings underscoring the 
more moderate Canadian winter this year included Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and Indigo Bunting in Nova Scotia, both typically 
found much farther south, spread out through Mexico, Central 
America, the Caribbean, and the southern tip of Florida at GBBC 
time.

Keep Counting with eBird!

Please keep observing and reporting birds! Go directly to eBird 
to submit checklists using the same username and password you 
have for the GBBC. The data-entry process is the same. Please 
keep reporting birds—you can do so from anywhere in the world 
at any time of the year! Try the eBird Mobile app for iOS or 
Android to enter observations from the field. The information 
you supply is vital to scientists studying changes in the numbers 
and distributions of birds, and to conservation leaders who use 
the reports to craft targeted plans to conserve declining species. 
Keep up with the latest bird sightings and create your birding 
profile so you can share your excitement about birds with a like-
minded community around the world. Head over to eBird.org.

Thank you for participating in the 
Great Backyard Bird Count!

Thank you to GBBC founding sponsor, Wild Birds Unlimited.
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Siberian Accentor
Photo by Mark Scheel, Washington, GBBC 2020

Top 10 Countries by Number of Species Reported

Two countries surpassed 1,000 species–congratulations 
Colombia and Ecuador! There were many other species records 
broken during the count, too.
*New country species number record.

Country                      Number of Species
Colombia               1,129*
Ecuador                               1,082*
Brazil                                  935*
India                                  916*
Peru                                  838*
Mexico                                  743
Costa Rica                  693*
United States                  661
Argentina                  641*
Thailand                                  590*

Trends & Highlights – U.S.

The Winter That Wasn’t

In much of the northeastern United States and southeastern 
Canada, the winter of 2020 was remarkable for its mildness. Few 
storms brought snow or ice and temperatures have been above 
average almost all winter long. Bird observations from this winter 
reflect that, with the following patterns especially apparent:

— Ducks and geese have overwintered farther north than usual, 
with fewer pushing south to mid-Atlantic states like Virginia.

— Half-hardy insectivorous birds, like Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
and Eastern Phoebe, have overwintered in northern areas in 
what may be record numbers.

Some cool rare species were reported in the U.S. during the 
count. They include:

— A Siberan Accentor (“Sibe” or Siberian vagrant), a member 
of a family (Prunellidae) with no representatives in the New 
World. Dozens of people saw this bird near Woodland, 
Washington, on GBBC weekend.

— A Pink-footed Goose pleased birders in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and Newfoundland.

— A pair of Barnacle Geese in Massachusetts also likely hailed 
from Greenland and were likewise especially unusual for mid-
winter since most records are from fall or spring migration.        

Trends & Highlights – Canada

Canada’s GBBC participants found fewer winter finches this 
year due to the great cone and seed crop up north in the boreal 
forest of Ontario, Quebec, and Newfoundland. The great food 

Note: This is the number of GBBC checklists reporting these 
species. All Top 10 species are common in North America, 
reflecting continued high participation from this region.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Laurie Arras, Sunderland
Doreen Ashley, Callaway
Joshua Butson, Brandywine
Ann Casey, Prince Frederick
Paulette Dendy, Clinton
Sydney Godbey, Waldorf
Jill Hayden, Mechanicsville
John Jacob, Owings
Ann Jenkins, Solomons
Carl Knighten, Solomons
Jill Leith, Bryans Road
Sally Lounsbury, Dunkirk
Elizabeth Orlandi, Chesapeake Beach
J Elizabeth Powers, Pomfret
Malcolm Raley, Mechanicsvlle
Ashleyann Perez Rivera, Waldorf
Rasheedah Salahuddin, Temple Hills
Susan Sechler, Ridge
Ame Smith, Brandywine
Bill Townsend, Accokeek

Corvid Corner

All Southern Maryland Audubon Society events are cancelled 
for an indefinite period of time. Please take comfort in exploring 
the many activities we hope will help you cope. Let’s be smart 
as a Corvid! 

1. Help Out With Documenting Breeding Birds!
Please take a gander and explore the MD/DC Breeding Bird 
Atalas 3 website. So much great information! Enjoy below a 
snapshot of what is what in southern Maryland. Please help us 
and submit your breeding bird sightings.

BBA3 – MD DC Breeding Bird Atlas 
(https://ebird.org/atlasmddc/home)

 
Snapshot of Southern Maryland as of April 6, 2020

Calvert County: Total Blocks – 27, Blocks with Data – 20, 
Species Coded – 42
Species Confirmed – 12 (Mourning Dove, Black Vulture, 
Osprey, Bald Eagle, Blue Jay, Carolina Chickadee, Carolina 
Wren, European Starling, Eastern Bluebird, House Sparrow, and 
Northern Cardinal).

Charles County: Total Blocks - 62, Blocks with Data - 37, 
Species Coded - 47
Species Confirmed - 14 (Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Great 
Blue Heron, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
Eastern Phoebe, Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren, European 
Starling, Eastern Bluebird, House Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, 
and Barn Owl).

St. Mary’s County: Total Blocks – 53, Blocks with Data – 25, 
Species Coded – 39 
Species Confirmed – 18 (Mourning Dove, Killdeer, Osprey, 
Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Great 
Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, 
European Starling, Northern Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, 
House Sparrow, House Finch, Red-winged Blackbird, Pine 
Warbler, Northern Cardinal, and Canada Goose).

2. Online Classes
Learn more about birds with online courses from The Cornell 
Lab Bird Academy. Go to  https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/
course-list/  Now is a great time to take classes you always  
thought about but did not have time.

3. Online Activities For Kids
Check out the National Audubon Society website and check out 
Audubon for Kids. This page aims to bring together activities from 
across Audubon’s national network of environmental  educators, 
including the classroom curriculum Audubon Adventures, plus 
related DIY activities and content from Audubon’s editors. These 
activities can be done at home or in a yard or park, sometimes 
with the help of a computer. The goal isn’t to teach a child how 
to name and identify bird species, but rather to give them space 
to explore and feel connected to the natural world. Go to: https://
www.audubon.org/get-outside/activities/audubon-for-kids

4. Outdoor With Your Smart Phone 
Never took the time to download the many nature apps out there? 
Check out any of these to master: iNaturalist, National Wildlife 
Federation Nature Guides, LepSnap (moths and butterflies), 
PlantSnap (plant ID), Merlin Bird ID, BirdsEye, Dragonfly ID, 
Maryland Wildflowers, and PictureThis. So many you can find!!

5. Nest Cams
Now is a fabulous time to watch many great nest cams that 
show nesting Bald eagles and Osprey. Check out our local Bald 
Eagle stars at the Port Tobacco River Park. Go to charles county 
parks.com and watch two rapidly growing eaglets, PT3 and PT4. 
Our most entertaining Osprey cam in the area is in Dalhgren, 
VA - where two wild and crazy Osprey have a predilection for 
decorating their nest with stuffed animals and dog toys. If up 
close and personal is your thing, buy a Nature Cam for your home 
bird box!! You can create reality TV in your own backyard. The 
Hawk Eye HD Nature Cam has full saturation color, microphone, 
and infrared night vision!

6. Read
The great escape for many of us. Many of us are enjoying 
marathon readings. Check our Steve Barrows, Jan Dunlap and 
Edie Claire. You can run through these very entertaining series 
about birders and murders! Not into mysteries? Check out A 
Season On The Wind by Kenn Kaufman. Kenn Kaufman lives 
on the west end of Lake Erie, where the pull of spring brings 
millions of passerines and other birds to his doorstep. The 
naturalist, artist, and Audubon field editor delves into this annual 
arrival in his excellent new book, exploring the mysteries and 
marvels of the migrants, the threats they face, and the humans 
drawn to them.

7. Gardening
Learn more about the importance of incorporating native plants 
into your landscape. The  National Audubon Society website 
information about creating bird-friendly communities is very  
helpful. The native plant database is a great resource! 
Go to: https://www.audubon.org/conservation/bird-friendly-
communities. 
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of 
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum 
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey, 
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels 
become available each year for adoption.  Your donation will be 
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation 
projects such as:

        Barn Owl Nest Boxes       Osprey Nesting Platforms
        Kestrel Nest Boxes           Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt 
more than one:

 � Osprey, $10 each                                       Total Amount:_____
 � Barn Owl, $25 each                                   Total Amount:_____
 � Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each           Total Amount:_____
 � American Kestrel, $35 each              Total Amount:_____ 

 � General Donation to Raptor Fund      Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:

• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of 
the banding.

• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species.

• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on 
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the 
certificate:___________________________________________

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Mail To:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support 
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern 
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, 
Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon 
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s 
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be 
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly 
from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter 
The Osprey:

 �  ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, 
 ___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email 
address is: 
____________________________________________.   
_______No thank you, please mail  me a paper copy. 

 

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans 
Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2019-2020 Officers
President, Tiffany Farrell - somdaudubon.president@gmail.com 

Vice-President, Margarita Rochow  - margarita@usa.net
Treasurer, Julie Daniel - juliemdaniel@hotmail.com

Secretary, Julie Simpson - jsimps@runbox.com

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick
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